
Community United Methodist Church 
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

January 14, 2020 
 

Members Attending: Pat Becker, George Groves, Hunter Henderson, Beth Hagemeyer, June Green, 
Susan Keaton, Nate Burke, Sally Hines, Ollie Taylor, Pastor Jeremiah Lee, Graham Wills, Gary 
Chipman, Sharon deWaard, Al Brunsting, Dale Zimmerman, Michael Wu, Pastor Hannah Chong, Bob 
Kinsman 
 
Chairman Dale Zimmerman called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. 
 
Pastor Hannah led us in an opening prayer. 
 
Pastor Hannah announced that Pastor Nick is now on permanent disability at his request and is no 
longer a part of CUMC.  Please keep Pastor Nick in your prayers as he continues his battle with cancer. 
 
The minutes of the November 13 meeting were approved as presented. 
 
Treasurer's Report: Sharon deWaard presented the treasurer's report for Brenda DeGeer.  As of the 
end of November, gross revenues of $624,000 were received which are $61,000 under budget. 
Expenses of $685,000 were reported which are $67,000 under budget.  Anticipated income for 
December is estimated to be $23,000 over budget and expenses are estimated to be $11,000 under 
budget.  Net loss for the year is estimated to be $47,000.  Our apportionment of $92,000 for 2019 has 
been paid in full.  A payment of $7500 for the building fund was received in December.  This money 
was used to pay down our mortgage balance which currently is $368,000. 
 
Stewardship:  Graham Wills reported that we have an increase in pledging units with a total of 
$617,00 pledged to date.  The total pledged is 11% lower than last year.  We have a total of 117 
households pledging. 
 
Staff Parish Relations Committee:  Sally Hines reported that a staff meeting including the new SPRC 
members was held January 7.  A new part-time custodian, Lawrence Brenner, has been hired and is 
now on the job.  A second person is still being sought.  The plan is to have two custodians working 60 
hours/week each.  Hunter Henderson of our trustee's committee said that he would be willing to work 
as a custodian for 30 hours/week starting immediately and that would allow for hiring a third person for 
the other 30 hours. 
 
Motion:  Sally Hines moved that Hunter Henderson be approved to continue in his role as Chair 
of Trustees while he works in a part-time capacity on the custodian staff with the provision that 
he recuse himself from voting on anything before the council that would be related to his 
employment.  Motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 
 
Note:  On January 15 after further deliberations, Hunter has decided not to seek the custodial position 
so the search will continue for a new second custodian. 
 
Sally reminded the council that the Pastoral staff received no increase in salary for 2020, but this 
situation will be brought up for review at our next council meeting. 



 
Finance:  Sharon deWaard presented the proposed budget for 2020.  Total income is projected to be 
$721,000 and projected expenses are $721,000 to yield a balanced budget.  The balanced budget is 
based on two proposals: 
 

1. Our apportionment for 2020 has been set at $107,000 which amount is an 18% increase over 
last year.  We propose to present an appeal to the Conference to lower our amount to $68,000 
which is equal to 10% of our annual income. 

 
2. The $68,000 expense will give us a $34,000 shortfall in our budget which we hope to cover by a 

special appeal in the April/May time frame. 
 
Motion:  Sharon deWaard moved to approve the 2020 budget as presented by the Finance 
Committee.  Motion was seconded and passed  unanimously. 
 
Trustees:  Hunter Henderson announced that a new control system for the HVAC system will be 
installed.  The cost will be covered by money from the Foundation. 
 
Roundtable: 
 
*Pat Becker reminded us that food will be packed at NCC for the “feed the needy” campaign on 
February 15 & 16.  Extra volunteers are always welcome. 
 
*George Groves announced that the Methodist's Men Conference will be held at Chicago Wesley 
Church on February 22. 
 
*June Green announced that a Reconciling Ministry meeting will be held at our church on Saturday 
(January 25).  She also announced that her committee is meeting with the Naperville Pride committee 
on  February 2. 
 
Pastor's Report: 
 
Pastor Jeremiah reported that he is coordinating with the Youth Ministry to take over Pastor Nick's 
responsibilities.  He started with a meeting last week.  We currently have 30 youth in our church and 
15-20 come each Sunday.  Pastor Jeremiah hopes to increase those numbers. 
 
Pastor Hannah reported that the Future Church Task Force is now on hold and will be attending 
meetings on “change” presented by our Bishop. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:39 p.m.  Our next meeting will be held March 11. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Bob Kinsman, Secretary 
 
(See the report from the Treasurer on line) 


