
Community United Methodist Church 
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

May 13, 2020 

Members Attending: This was a virtual meeting and no attendance was taken. 

Chairman Dale Zimmerman called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. 

Pastor Hannah read Psalm 96 “Sing to the Lord in a new way” and led us in an opening prayer. 

Meeting Minutes for March 11: George Groves said that his title for the NIC Men's Group is 
“Conference President” of the NIC Methodist Men's Group not “Chair.” The minutes of the March 11 
meeting were approved as corrected. 

Treasurer's Report: Brenda DeGeer reported that the 3/31/20 statements were reviewed and approved 
at the April 28, 2020 Finance Meeting. For the 3 months ended March 31 our total revenues of 
$273,000 were $28,500 over budget. Revenues in February were extremely strong (donations of 
$135,000 for one month). Pledged giving accounts for nearly the full amount as unpledged giving was 
$1,000 under budget. Expenses of $174,000 were $9,000 under budget. Net income for the 3 months is 
$98,000, which is $38,000 over budget and $32,000 better than last year. The pandemic really did not 
start to affect things until about mid-March, which is something to keep in perspective. Our cash 
reserves went up to 4.5 months of coverage. Preliminary April results are very strong; revenues 
$22,000 over budget. Expenses slightly under budget. We continue to pay our employees based on their 
average hours (Sept – Feb). We continue to pay apportionment based on the $68,000 that we budgeted 
for. We applied for the PPP Loan and received $86,000 on April 21, 2020. How we spend that money 
over the 8 weeks following that date will determine the amount that can be forgiven versus how much 
will have to be paid back. We are awaiting the very specific rules as to what expenses are forgivable 
and to what extent. 
Brenda would like to thank Scott Baker for jumping on the fact that our accounting computer crashed 
after less than one year. He built us a new one in a day so we were up and running very soon. Thank 
you Scott from all of us. 

The treasurer's report was approved unanimously. 

Finance: Sharon de Waard applauded our congregation for their early giving on pledges. Sharon also 



thanked Brenda for her efforts in promptly applying for the PPP Loan which we received in record 
time.  

Stewardship: No report. 

Staff Parish Relations Committee: Sally Hines reported that SPRC met May 5. Sally reported that the 
General Conference has now tentatively been moved to September. This has created a problem for our 
Bishop, Sally Dyck, who had planned to retire at the originally scheduled conference and install a new 
Bishop. We may end up with an interim Bishop in the transition process. SPRC would normally be 
reviewing Pastoral performance at this time, but this is now being carried out by the Conference in a 
new process mentioned at our last Council meeting. 

Trustees: Hunter Henderson reported that the old library space has now been remodeled according to 
the building plan. Mary Markwell has graciously volunteered to sort through all of our library holdings 
and get rid of all the material we do not wish to keep. Hunter reports that all of the locks in the building 
have been re-keyed and specific keys will have to be requested for access to all areas. Plans are also 
underway to establish sanitizing stations throughout the building. 

Roundtable: 

*Dale Zimmerman announced for June Green that the Aurora Pride Parade has been cancelled for this 
summer. 

*Rich Fleming offered a big “thank you” to all the people working on our Sunday Morning video for 
doing a wonderful job. 

*Chris Garofalo thanked all of the volunteers who have contributed to the music program for our 
Sunday Morning Services. 

*Beth Hagemeyer commented that many families are overwhelmed with the stay at home orders and 
the lack of formal classes. She also said there will probably be no vacation bible school. 

*Mike Wu announced that all Foundation officers have been reelected for another year. He also 
announced that a surprise gift of $5,000 had been received from the estate of a former member. Pastor 
Hannah suggested that it would be very useful to the church if some of this gift could be used for new 



audio/visual equipment to be used to stream our Sunday Morning Services. Ollie Taylor said the donee, 
Kathy Hornback, was a friend of his from long ago and he felt she would be in favor of using the 
money as suggested 

*George Groves announced that any donation to the local food banks during May would be matched by 
the Methodist Men's Foundation. Contact George for further information. 

*Pat Becker announced that her mission trip to Honduras has been cancelled and the money budgeted 
will be donated to local charitable organizations. 

Pastor's Reports: 

Pastor Jeremiah reported that the young people's mission trip has been cancelled. They are now looking 
to find volunteer opportunities in local facilities. The confirmation class is still meeting by Zoom at 
1:00 p.m. on Sundays. 

Pastor Hannah reported that they are looking into ways to add to the Sunday Morning services. She 
also announce that The Upper Room magazine is available on line and can also be mailed to those who 
request it. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m. Our next meeting will be on June 10. The following meeting will 
be in September unless a meeting is needed in July or August. 

Respectfully Submitted 

Bob Kinsman, Secretary 

(See the report from the Treasurer on line)


