
Community United Methodist Church 
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

June 10, 2020 

Members Attending: Hunter Henderson, Beth Hagemeyer, Brenda DeGeer, Sally Hines, Dale 
Zimmerman, Rich Fleming, Kevin Markwell, Pat Becker, Sharon deWaard, Susan Keaton, Chris 
Garofalo, George Groves, Pastor Jeremiah Lee, Al Brunsting, June Green, Gary Chipman, Graham 
Wills, Mike Wu, Pastor Hannah Chong, Ollie Taylor, Bob Kinsman 

Chairman Dale Zimmerman called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm. This was a virtual meeting with all 
members participating via Zoom. 

Dale opened our meeting with a message of healing for Aurora from David Green and Pastor Hannah 
led us in an opening prayer. 

Meeting Minutes for May 13: George Groves said that his announcement from the “roundtable” 
should read NIC Foundation, not Methodist Men's Foundation. The minutes of the May 13 meeting 
were approved as corrected. 

Treasurer's Report: Brenda DeGeer reported that the 4/30 financial statements will be reviewed by 
the Finance Committee at the next meeting on June 23, 2020. For the 4 months ended April 30, our 
total revenues of $365,000 were $62,000 over budget. Pledged giving accounts for $56,000 of the 
overage. 4 months into the year (33%) we have received 50% of our budgeted revenues. Expenses of 
$233,500 were $12,500 under budget. Program costs are $9,000 under budget. Total expenses are much 
more consistent month to month. 33% into the year, we have spent 33% of our budgets in total. Net 
income for the 4 months is $131,000, which is $74,000 over budget and $77,000 better than last year. 
Preliminary May results – revenues $7,000 under budget and expenses $4,000 under budget. We 
continue to pay our employees based on their average hours (Sept-Feb). We continue to pay 
apportionment based on the $68,000 that we budgeted for. 
We applied for the PPP Loan and received $86,400 on April 21, 2020. Brenda reports that she has been 
tracking our PPP allowable expenses and as of 5/31 we had spent $61,000 of the $86,400 we had 
received. The rules for the PPP Forgiveness have changed in the last week thanks to the PPP Flexibility 
Act of 2020. The period of time where we can gather costs for submission increases from 8 weeks to 24 
weeks. Under the new rules we should have no problem getting forgiveness of the full amount. 
We voted via email to extend our $50,000 Line of Credit with Wheaton Bank and Trust. We have not 
borrowed against the line of credit and do not plan to do so, but it was a strategic plan by the Finance 
Committee to get this line of credit in 2019. The annual cost is $250. 

Finance: Sharon deWaard reported on the completion of the paperwork to extend our Line of Credit. 
She also reported that her committee and SPRC have reviewed the considerable amount of work being 
done by Ed Green on our Sunday morning videos. Although Ed has volunteered his work to date for 
free, the committees feel it is time to set up a compensation plan for future work as it now appears we 
will be doing this for quite some time. Sharon presented the following motion: 

Motion: I move that we establish a “Videography Streaming Consultant” fund to be used to 



reimburse Ed Green for the many hours he spends putting together our Sunday Morning Service 
video presentations. These payments will be used for services starting June 1, 2020 and ending 
December 31, 2020. The payments of $50/hour for an average of 12 hours/week will be limited to 
$18,000 for this year. Motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 

Sharon stated that their should be adequate money available from our PPP fund to cover this expense. 

Stewardship: Graham Wills reported that they have started working on our fall stewardship programs. 
They are looking for new themes and welcome inputs from one and all. Please contact Graham if you 
have some ideas. 

Staff Parish Relations Committee: Sally Hines reported that no meeting has been held since our last 
council meeting and their next meeting is scheduled for July, Sally also reported that no nursery 
services can be provided in the church until the state approves moving into Phase 5 (vaccine available). 
Dale Zimmerman questioned the ban on nursery service because some day care centers are now open. 

Health Team: A new committee has been formed to develop plans, to be approved by council, for 
opening the church building for regular services. This committee is now required by the Northern 
Illinois Conference. The new committee is chaired by Rich Fleming with 9 members. Their first 
meeting was held last night. Possible opening date is still a big question. We hope to open for small 
groups after Labor Day. 

Trustees: Hunter Henderson reported that we are still having problems with our new HVAC system 
installed during the church renovation. Neither the prime contractor or the sub-contractor who installed 
the system wants to take responsibility for the problems. Hunter now plans to have our church lawyer 
prepare a letter to related parties in anticipation of legal action if these problems cannot be resolved. 

Diversity Outreach Committee: June Green reported that her committee is holding a book study 
relating to diversity. The book “I'm Still Here: Black Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness” will be 
reviewed on Thursday nights for six weeks starting June 18. 

Roundtable: 

*Pat Becker reported that gifts had been given to PAD's, Hesed House, and the NI Foodbank from 
money not used for the cancelled mission trip to Honduras. 

*Beth Hagemeyer reported that she is setting up a Google Classroom to partially fill in for the 
cancelled Vacation Bible School. 

*George Groves reported that the NIC Foundation has raised the matching gift fund to $75,000 for gifts 
to the local food banks in response to excellent participation in the program. 

Pastor's Reports: 

Pastor Jeremiah reported that help will be needed for some of the senior outreach programs that have 



been headed by Sylvia Kupferer. Sylvia and Tom will be leaving Naperville in July and living full time 
in Louisiana. 

Pastor Hannah reported that unfortunately there will be no Sunday-in-the-Park services in July. Also, 
funerals are planned in August for Dwight Hollenback and Peggy Gaskins. She would also like to 
survey the congregation on when we want to get back together. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:32 p.m. Our next meeting will be on August 12. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Bob Kinsman, Secretary 

(See the Treasurer and Music Ministry reports on line) 


