
Community United Methodist Church 
Church Conference Minutes 

October 7, 2020 

The conference was convened at 7:03 pm.  This was a virtual conference conducted by Zoom.  An opening 
prayer was led by District Superintendent Reverend Jeffry Bross. 

A welcoming video message from Bishop Sally Dyck was shown. 

Reverend Bross opened his message with this quote from Ephesians 2:“Consequentially, you are no longer 
foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household, built on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.  In him the whole 
building is joined together and  rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.  And in him you too are being built 
together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his spirit.”  He then asked; “What if your church wasn't 
there?  What would happen to your community?” 

Reverend Bross then outlined the  “Sharing Conference Shepherding Team Vision” with the following goals: 

1. To grow and Reach New Disciples of Jesus Christ 
2. To live Out the Conviction that Racism is Incompatible with Christian Teachings 
3. To Increase the Number of Highly Vital Congregations 

Nominations Committee: 

Chairman Rich Fleming reported that nearly all positions are filled.  The list of candidates for the various 
church committees was presented in a printed report.  A new committee “The Fellowship Committee” has been 
added with Mark Norman as Chairman.  Also, Evie Burke is replacing Sally Hines as chairman of the Staff 
Parish Committee.  Many thanks to Sally for her hard work. 

*Pastor Hannah moved that the conference adopt the leadership as shown in the report.  Motion passed. 

Staff Parish Committee: 

Staff Parish proposed that the minister's annual salaries be increased as follows:  Pastor Jeremiah Lee will be 
given a 2% increase from $42,400 to $43,248 plus a $5,000 reimbursement account, paid health insurance , and 
housing.  Pastor Hannah Chong will be given a 2% increase from $74,000 to $75,480 plus a $5,000 
reimbursement account, paid health insurance, and housing. 

*Sally Hines, SPRC Chair,  moved that the salaries of Pastor Hannah Chong, Pastor Jeremiah Lee, be 
increased as listed.  Motion passed. 

George Groves, Lay Servant, outlined some of the work he has done in the conference and thanked everyone for 
their support.  He also gave a special thanks to Ed Green for his excellent work in creating our Sunday Morning 
video presentations.  A big thanks from all of us to Ed. 

*Pastor Hannah moved that George Groves be renewed as certified Lay Servant for the coming year.  
Motion passed. 



Membership: 

Gary Chipman, Membership Secretary, reported that CUMC currently has 352 active members.  (Any one 
member who has registered their attendance or made a donation to the church in the past three years is 
considered to be in the active group.)  During the past year 2 people have joined the church,  14 people have 
been removed,  there have been 2 baptisms. 

Foundation: 

The church conference was suspended and a charge conference was convened to hear the report of the 
Community UMC Foundation.  

Chairman Mike Wu thanked Lynda Krazinski for her years of service as a director and secretary as she leaves at 
the end of the year.  A special thanks was offered in memory of Elmer Schirmer, a member for many years, who 
left us among many memories a detailed “Summary of Old Files” for our records. 

*The report of the Foundation as presented in the proceedings was approved. 

The Charge Conference was closed and the business portion of the meeting was convened. 

At the close of the session Rev. Bross informed us that Bishop Sally Dyck is retiring as of Jan.1, 2021 and will 
be replaced by an interim minister from Indiana for one year.  At the end of the year, there may  or may not be a 
new bishop.  Also, a proposal to redistrict has been created which would reduce the current 6 districts to 5.  This 
would increase the number of churches in each district from typically 50 to 60 or 70. 

With regards to the COVID problem Reverend Bross reported that no churches are fully reopening.  Plans for 
Christmas Eve are all over the board.  Most churches need better air flow and filtering in their sanctuaries.  The 
primary goal is: Keep Safe, Do No Harm!  

Reverend Bross then left us with 2 challenges: 

1. Try to improve and strengthen relationships with North Central College. 
2. Be more than Community Methodist Church and try to connect to other Methodist Churches in the area. 

A closing prayer was offered by Pastor Hannah. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bob Kinsman 
Secretary 

In attendance:  43 members plus the District Superintendent, Pastor and Associate Pastor. 

(See additional reports from Staff Parish Relations Committee, Finance Committee, Membership Committee, 
Church Council,  Foundation Committee,  Missions Committee, Music Ministry, Diversity Outreach Committee, 
Missions Committee, Nominations Committee, Membership Report, Pastor Hannah, Pastor Jeremiah, Trustees, 
and Youth Ministry.)


