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Kay A. Van Buskirk passed away suddenly on Saturday, 

May 15, 2021. She was born July 5, 1940 in Waukesha, 

WI, to Sylvester and LaVerne (nee Lepien) Schwartz.

Mrs. Van Buskirk was a graduate of North Central College 

with a bachelor’s degree in Biology. She met her husband, 

Ronald Van Buskirk at a college retreat their senior year, 

and they were married on July 27, 1963. She worked 

for LaGrange Memorial Hospital as a lab supervisor for over 45 years. While 

working full time, Kay also devoted herself to assisting others through numerous 

charitable projects and fundraisers, a mission that was second nature to her. 

An active member of the Community United Methodist Church in Naperville, 

she was a vibrant and welcoming presence. She cared deeply about issues of 

homelessness and hunger, and was a dedicated volunteer for PADS, Loaves and 

Fishes, and CUMC’s Hunger Commission. Choosing to stay out of the spotlight, 

she let her hard work speak for itself.

Her thoughtfulness, unwavering loyalty and kind nature meant that she was 

surrounded by friends in her community, at work and at CUMC. 

She is survived by her husband, Ronald Van Buskirk; a daughter, Anne Cappella; 

a son, Ron Van Buskirk II; a granddaughter, Emilia Van Buskirk; and one brother, 

Richard Schwartz. She was preceded in death by her parents, Sylvester and 

LaVerne.

In lieu of fl owers, those wishing to leave a lasting tribute in Kay’s memory In lieu of fl owers, those wishing to leave a lasting tribute in Kay’s memory 
are asked to make a donation to Public Action to Deliver Shelter (PADS), are asked to make a donation to Public Action to Deliver Shelter (PADS), 

Loaves & Fishes, or the CUMC Hunger Commission.Loaves & Fishes, or the CUMC Hunger Commission.
Saturday, May 22, 2021, 11:00 am
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A Celebration of Life for

Kay Van Buskirk

“Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let the sea resound, and all that is in it; let “Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let the sea resound, and all that is in it; let 
the fi elds be jubilant, and everything in them. Then all the trees of the forest will sing, they the fi elds be jubilant, and everything in them. Then all the trees of the forest will sing, they 
will sing for joy before the Lord..” will sing for joy before the Lord..” Psalms 96:11-12Psalms 96:11-12



You are invited to speak the words in bold.

O R D E R  O F  S E R V I C E

Kay Van Buskirk
July 5, 1940 – May 15, 2021

Prelude “Pan et les oiseaux”  Chris Garofalo
 Jules Mouque Director of Music Ministry

T h e  G a t h e r i n gT h e  G a t h e r i n g

Greeting & Welcome  Rev. Jeremiah Lee

Pastor: Friends, we have gathered here to praise God and to witness to our 
faith as we celebrate the life of Kay Van Buskirk.

People: We come together in grief, acknowledging our human loss.
Pastor: May God grant us grace, that in pain we may fi nd comfort, in 

sorrow hope, in death resurrection.

Hymn “How Great Thou Art” Andy Redeker, Cantor
 (see insert)

Prayer Psalm 23 (in unison) 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down 
in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; he restores my 
soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. Even though I 
walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff—they comfort me. You prepare a table 
before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with 
oil; my cup overfl ows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my 
whole life long.

S c r i p t u r e  a n d  P r o c l a m a t i o nS c r i p t u r e  a n d  P r o c l a m a t i o n

Scripture Micah 6:8b Sam Leventry
 John 14:1-4
 Matthew 25:31-40

Message   Rev. Jeremiah Lee 

Witness  Mary Mueller, Friend•Dale & Rosemary Zimmerman, Friends
 Ron Van Buskirk, Son•Anne Cappella, Daughter
 Emilia Van Buskirk, Granddaughter

Naming  You are invited to witness to your 
 relationship with Kay with a word or phrase

Special Song  Andy Redeker 

C o m m e n d a t i o n  a n d  P r a y e r sC o m m e n d a t i o n  a n d  P r a y e r s

Prayer of Thanksgiving

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever. Amen.

Hymn  “Amazing Grace” Andy Redeker, Cantor
 (see insert) 

S e n d i n g  F o r t hS e n d i n g  F o r t h

Pastor: Christ went before us in death, as has our loved one, Kay, showing 
us the way into eternal life.

People: We celebrate the good life we have shared with Kay.
Pastor: God has given. God has received that which was loaned to us.

People: We are thankful for the good days we shared.
Pastor: The grace of Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with us all.

People:  Amen.

Postlude “Cavatina” Chris Garofalo
 Stanley Meyers Director of Music Ministry


