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Paul Edwards, age 91, died on Monday, January 11, 
2021. He lived in the Chicago-area most of his life, most 
recently in Naperville. 

Born on July 4, 1929, Paul, with a smile on his face, told 
his grandkids and great-grandkids that the fi reworks 
were for his birthday. After being drafted, he entered the 
military in January 1951and served for 28 years, both on 
active duty and in the reserves. During the Korean War, 
he was assigned to the 45th AAA 90 mm gun battalion 
stationed in Germany. He retired from the Army in 1980 as 

Lieutenant Colonel.After the Korean Armistice Agreement in 1953, he fi nished his 
education. 

He loved music, becoming a music teacher and earning a master’s degree in 
music education from the University of Illinois in Champaign-Urbana. Later in his 
career, he became a computer programmer and an instructor in data processing.
Church was an important part of Paul’s life. 

When he moved back to Chicago after completing his degrees, he joined the 
Chicago Temple (First UMC Chicago) and sang in their choir until moving to 
Naperville in 2014. At the time of his death, he was a member of Community 
United Methodist Church in Naperville. While at the Temple, he met his wife, 
Linda. They were married in 1959 and eventually settled in Oak Park. Together, 
they loved to dance, continuing to both square dance and round dance well into 
retirement. 

In retirement, Paul and Linda were married for 61 years and loved to travel and 
spend time with family. Family gatherings always included card games, plenty 
of pictures and the occasional family sing-a-long. Paul is survived by his wife of 
Linda and has three children, six grandchildren and fi ve great-grandchildren. He 
is preceded in death by his parents and his brother John.

In lieu of fl owers, memorials may be sent to Wounded Warriors, Loaves and 
Fishes or Heifer Project International.

Paul’s family warmly invites everyone to join them in a reception in Paul’s family warmly invites everyone to join them in a reception in 
Fellowship Hall to continue the celebration of Paul’s life.Fellowship Hall to continue the celebration of Paul’s life.

Sunday, July 4, 2021, 1:00 pm
Community UMC•20 Center St, Naperville, IL 60540

630 355 1483•onecumc.net

A Celebration of Life for

Paul Richard Edwards

“The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in him, and he helps me. My heart “The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in him, and he helps me. My heart 
leaps for joy, and with my song I praise him.” leaps for joy, and with my song I praise him.” Psalm 28:7, New International VersionPsalm 28:7, New International Version



You are invited to speak the words in bold.

O R D E R  O F  S E R V I C E

Paul Richard Edwards
July 4, 1929 – January 11, 2021

Prelude Give Me Jesus
 Spiritual arranged by Mark Hayes

T h e  G a t h e r i n gT h e  G a t h e r i n g

Welcome

Word of Grace

Hymn How Great Thou Art 

Opening Prayer  

S c r i p t u r e  a n d  P r o c l a m a t i o nS c r i p t u r e  a n d  P r o c l a m a t i o n

Prayer Psalm 23 (in unison) 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down 
in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; he restores my 
soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. Even though I 
walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff—they comfort me. You prepare a table 
before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with 
oil; my cup overfl ows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my 
whole life long.

Scripture Matthew 11:28-30 
 John 14:1-3

Sermon

Hymn The Old Rugged Cross  

Celebrations
Early and Professional Life  Debbie Craig
Military  Phillip Edwards
Family  Shannon Straw 
Love of Music God So Loved the World Mary Elliott
 by John Stainer

Poem Start Where You Stand Justin Craig
 by Berton Braley

C o m m e n d a t i o n  a n d  P r a y e r sC o m m e n d a t i o n  a n d  P r a y e r s

Prayers of Thanksgiving

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever. Amen.

Hymn  Amazing Grace 

S e n d i n g  F o r t hS e n d i n g  F o r t h

Benediction

Postlude Ashokan Farewell
 by Jay Ungar 

Celebrants 
Rev. Hannah Hwa-Young Chong, Lead Pastor

Chris Garofalo, Director of Music Ministry
Mary Elliott, Cantor


