
Community United Methodist Church 
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

July 14, 2021 

Members Attending: Dale Zimmerman, Sharon de Waard, George Groves, Brenda DeGeer, Lynn Pries, Chris 
Garofalo, Evie Burke, Graham Wills, Hunter Henderson, Mark Norman, Betsy Roche, Susan Keaton, June 
Green, Bill Abernethy, Gary Chipman, Jill Donaldson, Rich Fleming, Kevin Markwell, Rich Fleming, Pastor 
Hannah Chong. 

Chairman Dale Zimmerman called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm.  This was a virtual meeting with  
all members participating via Zoom. 

Pastor Hannah led us in an opening prayer. 

Meeting Minutes for May 12: Approved as presented.  
   
Treasurer's Report: Brenda DeGeer reported that the most concerning thing is that pledged giving is $38,000 
under budget.  Unpledged giving is $6,000 over budget.  Miscellaneous looks good – we received our $12,500 
distribution from the Foundation in May but that amount will be in the June budget so a bit of a mismatch.  In 
June it will be all on the same wavelength.  Total revenues of $365,000 are $15,000 under budget. 

Salaries and benefits are under budget by about $7,600.  Program costs are also tracking lower than budget by a 
considerable amount.  Office and insurance are under budget.  We are right on with regard to the apportionment 
and mortgage interest.  Building and Parsonage expenses are greater than budget due to timing differences as 
are capital expenditures.  Total expenses of $307,000 are $14,000 over budget and $23,000 greater than last 
year. YTD net income is $58,000 as compared to a budget of $59,000 for a difference of $900.   

Our mortgage total is now $343,500 
Operating fund up $62,000 
Building down $700 
Trustee fund up $16,000 
Total net assets: $205,000 

The treasurer's report was approved as presented. 

Finance:  Sharon de Waard reported that the committee met in June and reviewed the May financials. They also 
talked about the capital campaign and setting up accounts for the funds. They are working with the Trustees to 
make sure funding is there before any project work begins. The committee is beginning to talk about budgets 
which will be due by Sept. 15th. We entered 2021 with a negative budget as we have for the last couple of years 
but we cannot continue forever that way. We need to focus on what we can afford to pay. The committee is 
continuing to work with North Central College on the audit, which is really an examination as opposed to a 
formal audit. We thought we might skip 2019 but we may not be able to skip because it appears it is required 
Book of Discipline. There was a software problem in 2019 that caused a loss of information and that may 
require finding paper copies. Brenda has a copy of the general ledger. Jill Donaldson suggested the formation of 
an internal audit committee to work on 2019 and perhaps review the foundation’s books as they have not been 
reviewed in a long time. Sharon and Jill will talk further after the meeting about how that might work. 



Stewardship: Graham Wills said the committee is beginning to look at dates for the next Stewardship 
campaign.  

Staff Parish Relations Committee:   Evie Burke reported that SPRC has put together the Worship Leader 
position which will be filled by Amy Hollander beginning on August 1st. 

Trustees: Hunter Henderson said the building has passed all the inspections that have been scheduled so far. 
There are still more to go. He spoke with a Law Clerk at the attorney’s office yesterday and all parties except 
the engineer have responded formally. They finally got the phone number for the engineer’s attorney after 
sending a threatening letter but have not been able to reach the attorney. Another letter may be necessary. He has 
a call scheduled with the attorneys tomorrow. There were questions about what would happen if we cannot get a 
hold of the engineer. It was agreed that the council had passed a motion to go forward with litigation if 
necessary. Mark Norman said we might want to contact the licensing board for engineers as an option. Hunter 
will ask the attorneys about that when he talks to them. 

There is enough money from the capital campaign to allow us to go ahead with work in the Sanctuary which 
will start on July 20th and be done by July 23rd . That will ensure we have air conditioning for the August 
services.  

Capital Campaign:  Rich Fleming reported that through Monday we have received over $74k in pledges and 
just under $45k in cash so we can go ahead with the work in the Sanctuary. The campaign will continue through 
August.  
   
Administrative Team: Rich said that the team met last Wednesday. It is a good forum to talk about the day-to-
day administrative issues at the church.  

Health Team: Rich has drafted an article for the eNews explaining the CDC recommendation that since 
children are not able to be vaccinated yet adults need to maintain a 6-foot distance from any children that are 
not part of their immediate families. The church held a vaccination clinic on July 1st. The conference put out a 
call to churches and Pat Becker contacted them. Although the team did a great job of canvassing the community 
only 3 people attended. Pastor Hannah said she had a meeting with District Superintendent Rev. Jeffry Bross 
and he challenged the church to change our policy and signs to say that people who have not been vaccinated 
are required to wear masks as opposed to just recommending they wear masks. She showed a copy of the sign 
that Grace church uses. Wesley requires everyone to wear masks. 

After a lengthy discussion of the pros and cons, one proposed motion was withdrawn another was proposed. 

MOTION: Hunter Henderson moved that the church continue to follow the CDC guidelines as we have 
in the past. The motion passed. 

Hunter will make sure we have masks available for people at the park and in the back of the sanctuary. 

PADS: Jill Donaldson reported that the church will inform PADS that we are excited to open for one night a 
week on Oct. 1st as opposed to the two nights that were requested. We will find out soon which night we are 
assigned. There is still a need for volunteers. Small groups may be recruited to handle the meals our church 
provides one time each month. 

Additional Topics: 



Dale reported that Beth Hagemeyer was not at the meeting because of VBS but wanted to report that Sunday 
School will start on Sept. 12th for both children and adults. There will be a backpack blessing in August and 3rd 
graders will receive their Bibles in the fall.  

Susan Keaton said the Northern Illinois Conference meeting is this coming Saturday and Sunday and she, 
George Groves, Bill Abernethy and the pastors will be attending the virtual meeting.  

Chris Garofalo reported that we have purchased special microphones for the soloists through the Joan Uebele 
fund. The choir will be back on Sept. 12th. He is trying to find a new accompanist for the choir and has sent 
several notices out. 

Betsy Roche said that Exercise for Life and the Stroke Victims’ Support Group are back meeting in person and 
are enjoying being together. STARS is meeting offsite to meet the needs of one of their members with mobility 
issues. 

Evie said that SPRC had met last night and approved going back to paying staff according to their time sheets as 
they were paid pre-pandemic as opposed to the average amounts they were receiving during the pandemic while 
the church was closed. 

George Groves said that he is looking forward to starting up the United Methodist Men’s group again. The 
Mens’ Retreat at Williams Bay WI will be held in September. 

June Green said there will be an announcement in the eNews inviting people to participate in a DIY rally 
against racism this Sunday by wearing their yellow CUMC shirts or any yellow shirt. A QR code in the ENews 
refers people to our website for information on our LGBTQIA resources and events. Dave Hollander and Beth 
Hagemayer will conduct a 4 week book study on “The Sum of Us.” Naper Pride will be holding a special event 
in September. 

Pastor's Report: Pastor Hannah reported that our new district name is “Prairie Central.” There are now 5 
districts instead of 6 and we have some 70 churches in our district so we may not be able to see as much of our 
district superintendent. There is an individual from our church who may attend the District Lay Servants 
Academy this fall. She is excited that Amy will be the Worship Leader for the contemporary service. She, Amy 
and Kyle have already begun planning for services and plan to put together a worship team by mid-August. The 
staff has been talking about the OneCUMC services that are planned for each month. They hoped to have a 
potluck after the first service but decided to postpone it for now. Rally Day is Sept. 12th and this year both 
children’s classes and adult classes will start on the same day. Pastor Hannah said she had a wonderful spiritual 
leave but is really excited to be back. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m. The next meeting will be on Sept. 8th at the church. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sally Hines for Bob Kinsman, Secretary 

(See the Treasurer's and Music Ministries reports on line)


