
Community United Methodist Church 
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

September 8, 2021 

Members Attending: Mark Norman, Beth Hagemeyer, Hunter Henderson, Ollie Taylor, Kevin 
Markwell, Graham Wills, Brenda DeGeer, Susan Keaton, Sharon deWaard, Evie Burke, Bill Abernethy, 
Betsy Roche, George Groves, Pat Becker, Gary Chipman, Rich Fleming, Pastor Hannah Chong, Dale 
Zimmerman, Pastor Jeremiah Lee, Bob Kinsman 

Chairman Dale Zimmerman called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm. This was our first live meeting in 
Fellowship Hall since the COVID pandemic shut down. 

Pastor Hannah led us in an opening prayer. 

Meeting Minutes for July 14: The minutes were approved as presented. 

Treasurer's Report: Brenda DeGeer reported on the first seven months of the year. Total revenues for 
this period are $448,000 which is $6,000 under budget. Pledged giving is under budget by $30,000, but 
unpledged giving is over budget by nearly $19,000. Salaries and benefits are under budget by about 
$12,000. Program costs are also tracking lower than budget by $9,000. Office and insurance are under 
budget. Apportionment and mortgage interest are on budget. Building and Parsonage expenses are 
greater than budget by only $1,000 and capital expenditures are under by $3,000. Total expenses of 
$414,000 are $27,000 under budget and $15,000 greater than last year. Year-to-date net income is 
$34,000 as compared to a budget of $13,500 for a difference of $21,000. 

Our mortgage total is now $333,000 

Operating fund up $53,000 

Building fund down $35 

Trustee fund down $13,500 

Total net assets: $150,000 

A new accountant, Christina Ponstein, has been hired and will start on December 1. Brenda will 
continue as treasurer. 

New Church Management Software “Breeze” has been selected by a management task force to replace 
our current software which has become very unstable and antiquated. The new software will cost $50 
per month versus $40.50 per month for our current program. Scott Baker now takes over working with 
Breeze for the implementation, which started yesterday as we transferred our current database to them. 
We hope to finish implementation by October 1st. 

The treasurer's report was approved as presented. 



Finance: Sharon deWaard reported that the church has renewed its $50,000 line of credit with our 
bank. This action was approved by the council in an email vote. (19 for – 0 against) 

The committee is starting on the next budget process,, but no numbers yet. Committees are asked to 
start thinking about their needs for next year. The conference has already asked for estimates of our 
contribution for 2022. 

Our audit is in process for year 2018 and up. 

Stewardship: Graham Wills reported that the committee is preparing to kick off the fall campaign for 
2022. Commitment Sunday will be November 14. 

Staff Parish Relations Committee: Evie Burke reported that Amy Hollander is now on the job as 
Worship Leader for the On-Center service. 

SPRC participated in the interview and hiring of our new accountant, Christina Ponstein. 

Trustees: Hunter Henderson reported that we are giving up on hiring our own maintenance people due 
to staffing problems and going back to using a Contract Custodial Service. Several possible services are 
now being evaluated. 

Our attorney has sent a demand letter to the involved parties involved in our on-going quest to correct 
the HVAC problems for our new addition. Our goal is to solve this issue through mediation. 

Hunter signed a letter of commitment today to Trane Technology for the design and installation of the 
new HVAC system for fellowship hall. Trane would be the general contractor on this project. 

Capital Campaign: Rich Fleming reported that we have exceeded our goal with pledges of $233,000 
versus our goal of $225,000. We have already received cash of $136,000. Rich commented that “people 
really love this church.” 

Administrative Team: Rich Fleming reported that the administrative team has been meeting every 
other week and has helped the staff deal with issues that come up between council meetings. The team 
was originally formed to deal primarily with the COVID restrictions. 

PADS: Rich Fleming submitted the following for Jill Donaldson: 

1. PADS has informed us that overnight sites, like CUMC, will NOT be opening their doors to the 
homeless October 1st as initially planned due to an anticipated extension in funding for hotels 
through March 2022, and their plan to use the hotel they are purchasing as an overnight shelter. 
PADS staff has asked us as a site to stand-by in the event use of our site is needed to fill any 
gaps that may occur in this process, since neither of these plans are completely solidified. 

2. CUMC's PADS committee recommends that our church continue to support DuPage PADS 
through monetary donations and through other ways we identify that will directly meet the 



needs of the individuals in the PADS program. 

Additional Topics: 

Beth Hagemeyer reported that Children's Sunday School will start this Sunday (September 12). She 
also mentioned that Naper Pride Fest is meeting this week at Naper Settlement. We are doing some 
volunteer work and could use extra help. 

Pat Becker reported that we have contributed $2,000 to tornado victims in Naperville. We have also 
contributed to the Haiti relief fund. 

George Groves reported that, sadly, there will be no Methodist Men's retreat this year due to COVID 
problems. 

Pastor's Reports: 

Pastor Jeremiah reported that the youth took no long mission trips this year but took on a “local” 
mission of collecting supplies and filling backpacks for the “Kids Above All” home. YF starts Sunday 
meeting at 12:00 pm. and a new confirmation class will be starting. 

Pastor Hannah reported that we will be starting Saturday services this week. However, attendance has 
been very sparse and we will not continue these services if attendance does not improve. There are 
currently no adult Sunday School classes but we plan to start small study groups. Some of these groups 
may meet during the week. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:07 pm. Our next meeting will be November 10. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bob Kinsman, Secretary 

(See the Treasurer's and Music Ministries reports on line)


