
Order of Worship for the Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 26, 2021, 8:30 am 

You are invited to speak the words in bold.    + Please stand as you are able. 
Musicians: Chris Garofalo, Director of Music Ministry, Piano•Chris DiMarco, Cantor 

Prelude 
In Thee Is Gladness 

by Paul Manz 
© 1980 Concordia Publishing House 

Welcome 
with Pastor Hannah 

+ Call to Worship 
with Pastor Hannah 

 
Sometimes we wonder how we have gotten  

through some difficult situations. 
God has been with us,  

lifting and comforting our spirits. 
We struggle and worry. 

God’s loving presence sustains and strengthens us 
Listen for God’s call to you. 

Lord, we are listening and seeking your guidance. 
Amen. 

+ Opening Hymn 
Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above 

United Methodist Hymnal #126, verses 1, 2 & 4 
Public Domain 

Verse 1 
Sing praise to God who reigns above,  

the God of all creation,  
the God of power, the God of love,  

the God of our salvation.  
With healing balm my soul is filled  
and every faithless murmur stilled:  

To God all praise and glory. 

 
Verse 2 

The Lord is never far away,  
but through all grief distressing,  
an ever present help and stay,  

our peace and joy and blessing.  
As with a mother's tender hand,  

God gently leads the chosen band:  
To God all praise and glory. 
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Verse 4 
Let all who name Christ's holy name  

give God all praise and glory;  
let all who own his power proclaim  

aloud the wondrous story!  
Cast each false idol from its throne,  
for Christ is Lord, and Christ alone:  

To God all praise and glory. 

Opening Prayer 
with Pastor Jeremiah 

Eternal God, you create us and you rescue us. Be 
here with us now. Help us know how much we need 
you. Teach us that no other power can support us 
like your power. As you share your power with us, 
teach us to be Christ to the world, proclaiming your 
reign for all people. As you lavish your love upon 
us, help us receive that love and offer it to the world, 
in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

+ Passing of the Peace 
with Pastor Jeremiah 

Song 
Where Children Belong 

TFWS 2233 
©1999 Abingdon Press, administered by The © Co 

This, this is where children belong, 
welcomed as part of the worshiping throng. 

Water, God’s Word,  
bread and cup, prayer, and song: 

this is where children belong. 

Time for Young Disciples 
with Beth Hagemeyer 

Scripture 
Mark 9:38-50 
with Emily Les 

38  John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone 
casting out demons in your name, and we tried to 
stop him, because he was not following us.” 39 But 
Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a 
deed of power in my name will be able soon 
afterward to speak evil of me. 40  Whoever is not 
against us is for us. 41  For truly I tell you, whoever 
gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear 
the name of Christ will by no means lose the 
reward.  
 
42 “If any of you put a stumbling block before one 
of these little ones who believe in me, it would be 
better for you if a great millstone were hung around 
your neck and you were thrown into the sea. 43  If 
your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is 
better for you to enter life maimed than to have two 
hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 
45 And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it 
is better for you to enter life lame than to have two 
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feet and to be thrown into hell. 47 And if your eye 
causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you 
to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to 
have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, 48 where 
their worm never dies, and the fire is never 
quenched.  
 
49  “For everyone will be salted with fire. 50  Salt is 
good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you 
season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace 
with one another.”  

Sermon 
What Stands in the Way of Following Jesus? 

with Pastor Jeremiah 

+ Hymn of Response 
Together We Serve 

The Faith We Sing #2175, verses 1, 2 & 4 
© 1998 Hope Publishing Co 

Verse 1 
Together we serve, united by love, 

inviting God's world to the glorious feast. 
We work and we pray through sorrow and joy, 

extending your love to the last and the least. 
 

Verse 2 
We seek to become a beacon of hope, 

a lamp for the heart and a light for the feet. 

We learn, year by year, to let love shine through 
until we see Christ in each person we meet. 

 
Verse 4 

Together, by grace, we witness and work, 
remembering Jesus, in whom we grow strong. 

Together we serve in Spirit and truth, 
remembering love is the strength of our song. 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 
with Pastor Hannah 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever. Amen. 

Offering Invitation 
with Pastor Hannah 

Offertory 
Were You There? 

Traditional Spiritual arranged by Moses Hogan 
© 2000 Hal Leonard Corporation  
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+ Doxology 
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

United Methodist Hymnal #94 
Adaptation ©1989 The United Methodist Publishing House 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Announcements 
with Pastor Jeremiah 

+ Hymn of Sending Forth 
Take Time to Be Holy 

United Methodist Hymnal #395, verses 1, 2 & 4 
Public Domain  

Verse 1 
Take time to be holy, speak oft with thy Lord;  
abide in him always, and feed on his word. 

Make friends of God's children,  
help those who are weak,  

forgetting in nothing his blessing to seek. 
 
 

Verse 2 
Take time to be holy, the world rushes on;  

spend much time in secret with Jesus alone. 
By looking to Jesus, like him thou shalt be;  

thy friends in thy conduct his likeness shall see. 
 

Verse 4 
Take time to be holy, be calm in thy soul,  

each thought and each motive beneath his control. 
Thus led by his spirit to fountains of love,  

thou soon shalt be fitted for service above. 

+ Benediction 
with Pastor Jeremiah 

Postlude 
Final from Organ Symphony Op. 78, No. 3 

by Camille Saint-Saëns 
Public Domain 
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