
Community United Methodist Church 
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

January 12, 2022 

Members Attending:  Pastor Hannah Chong, Sharon deWaard, Pat Becker, George Groves, Beth 
Hagemeyer, Brenda DeGeer, Lynn Pries, Chris Garofalo, Hunter Henderson, Pastor Jeremiah Lee, Ollie 
Taylor, Betsy Roche, Susan Keaton, June Green, Bill Abernethy, Gary Chipman, Rich Fleming, Kevin 
Markwell, Bonnie Valiant, Al Brunsting, Evie Burke, Dale Zimmerman, Bob Kinsman 

Chairman Dale Zimmerman called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm.  This was a virtual meeting with all 
members participating via Zoom. 

Pastor Jeremiah led us in an opening prayer. 

Meeting Minutes for November 10, 2021:  The minutes were approved as presented. 

Treasurer's Report:  Brenda DeGeer reported on the first eleven months of the year.  Total revenues 
for this period are $621,000 which is $21,000 over budget and $11,000 greater than last year at this 
time.  Pledged giving was about $10,000 under budget but unpledged was still nicely ahead of budget 
by $19,000.  Salaries and benefits are under budget by $22,000.  Program costs are also tracking lower 
than budget by $10,000.  Office and insurance are under budget.  We are on budget for apportionment 
and mortgage interest.  Building and parsonage expenses are greater than budget by $3,000; whereas 
capital expenditures are under budget by $3,000.  Total expenses of $619,000 are $40,000 under budget 
and $15,000 less than last year.  Year-to-date net income is $1,700 as compared to a budget of a loss of 
$59,000 for a difference of $60,700. 

Total cash is $108,000 greater than last year at this time. 

Operating cash balance is $168,000 which is 3 months of coverage. 

Mortgage total is now $322,000. 

We have received $4,400 in donations this year to pay down debt. 

Based on her review of the December receipts, Brenda believes we will end 2021 with a budget 
surplus. 

HVAC Capital Campaign:  Donations received through November 30 are $176,000 and disbursements 
are $68,000.  This is cash basis.  Balance of the fund at 11/30 is $108,000.  Rich Fleming reported that 
based on later receipts, we have now  received $210,000 of the amount pledged for the Campaign. 

Our new accountant Christina Ponstein started December 1st and is doing an excellent job.  Brenda is 
looking forward to a little bit more time off. 

Stewardship:  Bonnie Valiant has assumed the position of Chair of this committee effective Jan. 1.  
She reports that the first committee meeting for 2022 will be held next week.   Sharon deWaard 



reported that to date 86 pledges totaling $551,355 have been received for 2022.  Last year 98 pledges 
were received totaling $579,149.  She also reported that no more significant pledges are expected. 

Finance/Approval of 2022 Budget:  Sharon deWaard presented the proposed 2022 budget.  The 
budget is based on anticipated total income of $680,000 versus total income of $687,000 for 2021.  
Expenses are predicted to increase due to inflation.  This results in an estimated loss of $59,793 for the 
year.  Proposed NIC apportionment amount is $68,000.  (10% of annual income) 

Motion:  Hunter Henderson moved that the budget as presented be approved.  Motion was 
seconded and passed unanimously. 

Staff Parish Relations Committee:  Evie Burke reported that their first meeting was held yesterday. 

Trustees:  Hunter Henderson reported that our lawsuit process is now complete through the Arbitration 
Association and we are now waiting the assignment of arbitrators to handle our case. 

The work on the fellowship hall air conditioning will start next week and should be complete by the 
end of  February. 

There was a breakdown in our new HVAC system which caused the loss of all the refrigerant.  
Fortunately we have an extended warranty which covers the cost of repairs. 

Strategic Planning:  Pastor Hannah reported on some of the changes which have taken place on goals 
set by our Strategic Planning teams.  A new mission/vision statement has been written and adapted.  In 
worship we are now live-streaming our Sunday morning services, we have named a new on-center 
worship leader, Amy Hollander; and we have moved the start of our traditional service to 9:00 am.  In 
the areas of finance and spiritual growth, nothing has been accomplished to date.  Our efforts to set up 
areas of collaboration with other churches has been severely hampered by the COVID pandemic. 

Following are links to future meetings of interest: 

Jan 29 (District Leadership Training)  
https://www.umcnic.org/calendar/prairie-central-district-leadership-training 

Feb 12 (Laity Convocation) 
https://www.umcinc.org/calendar/laity-convocation-2022 

Marketing:  Susan Keating has assumed the position of Chairman for this committee.  No meetings 
have been held yet in 2022.  The committee did participate in publicity efforts for our Christmas 
concert. 

Diversity Outreach:  June Green reported that the committee will meet in February.  Plan to discuss 
our participation in the Naperville Pride Parade. 

Nominations:  Ollie Taylor reported that the response by members has been very good and most 
committee positions are filled.  We do need one more person for the finance committee, a youth 

https://www.umcnic.org/calendar/prairie-central-district-leadership-training
https://www.umcinc.org/calendar/laity-convocation-2022


member for SPRC, a head usher for the on-center service, and communion servers. 

Administrative Team:  Rich Fleming reported that the committee meets every two weeks and assists 
the staff in dealing with issues that need attention. 

Additional Topics: 

Jill Donaldson submitted the following report on PADS which was read by Dale Zimmerman: 
Although CUMC's building is not open as a PADS shelter this year, the PADS committee continues to 
seek out ways to support the homeless mission carried out by the DuPage PADS organization and 
others living on the street.  Our team continues to find ways to provide for those in need.  This has been 
through serving meals at Downers Grove Community Kitchen, and providing much needed winter 
clothing and boots to those homeless individuals in the PADS hotel program.  We deliberately waited 
until after the holidays to identify those needs since so many organizations support them during the 
holidays but needs still continue all year.  We do anticipate volunteer opportunities will continue to 
grow as PADS gets closer to finalizing their use of the hotel in Downers Grove that was purchased to 
become a shelter site.  Stay tuned to your e-news in the coming months ahead to hear how you might 
be able to support this ministry going forward.  Thank you for your continued support. 

Chris Garofalo reported that starting rehearsals for choir and bells have been put on hold due to the 
current COVID problems. 

Pastor Hannah reported that exercise-for-life classes are still being held every Monday and Thursday 
from 1:30 to 2:30 pm. 

Pastor's Reports: 

Pastor Jeremiah reported that the youth went to the PAD's shelter in Downers Grove and assisted in 
serving food over the holidays.  They also collected about $500 worth of gifts for the Kids-Above-All 
program.  A Christmas party was held with very good attendance.  Also assistance was provided in 
taking down the Christmas decorations in the church. 

Pastor Hannah gave thanks to all for the assistance provided during the Advent season.  She announced 
that the theme for Lent will be “Fill to the Brim.”  She also participated in the Interfaith Council 
Meeting held in Wentz hall. 

Pastor Hannah gave a closing prayer and the meeting was adjourned at 8:35 pm.  Our next meeting date 
is March 9, 2022 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bob Kinsman. Secretary 

(See the Treasurer's report on line)     


