
Community United Methodist Church 
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

June 22, 2022 

Members Attending: Ollie Taylor, Betsy Roche, Pastor Hannah Chong, Sharon deWaard, Jill 
Donaldson, June Green, Lynn Pries, Susan Keaton, Al Brunsting, Bill Abernethy, Gary Chipman, Evie 
Burke, George Groves, Bonnie Valiant, Brenda DeGeer, Hunter Henderson, Dale Zimmerman, Bob 
Kinsman 

Chairman Dale Zimmerman called the meeting to order at 7:35 pm following the Special All-Church 
Council meeting. 

Meeting Minutes for May 18, 2022: The minutes were approved as presented. 

Treasurer's Report: Brenda DeGeer reported on results through May 31 of this year. Total revenues 
for this period are $371,000 which is $25,000 over budget and $6,000 greater than last year at this time. 
Pledged giving was about $17,000 over budget and unpledged was ahead of budget by $4,000. Salaries 
and benefits are $15,000 under budget. Program costs are tracking lower than budget by $4,000. Office 
and insurance are on budget and we are on budget for apportionment and mortgage interest. Building 
and parsonage expenses are under budget by $8,000. Total expenses of $294,000 are $28,000 under 
budget. Year-to-date net income is $77,000 as compared to a budget of $25,000 for a difference of 
$28,000. 

Operating cash balance is $263,000 which is 4.3 months of coverage 

Mortgagee total is now $304,000 

Finance: No Report 

Stewardship: Bonnie Valiant reported that her committee met recently and worked on programs for 
our fall stewardship campaign. They are developing a program using a jigsaw puzzle theme where 
pieces will be inserted as pledges come in. More details later. They are scheduling the campaign to start 
on October 9. 

Staff Parish Relations Committee: Evie Burke reported that a committee has been formed to look for 
a new youth pastor. Also a celebration has been planned for Pastor Jeremiah to be held June 26 after 
regular church services. 

Trustees: Hunter Henderson presented two motions regarding the sale of the second parsonage at the 
Special All-Church Council. The motions are as follows: 

1. As Community United Methodist Church of Naperville will no longer have a second appointed 
pastor, the Board of Trustees moves to sell the Associate Pastor parsonage located at 2684 
Lansdale Street, Aurora, Illinois. This motion gives the Board of Trustees the authority to make 
relevant decisions in all affairs related to the sale of the parsonage in Aurora, Illinois. The Chair 



of the Board of Trustees may act on behalf of the Board of Trustees with their full knowledge 
and guidance. 

2. The Chair of the Board of Trustees and the Chair of the Finance Committee shall be responsible 
for making official recommendations regarding use of the funds from the sale of the parsonage 
located at 2684 Lansdale Street, Aurora, Illinois. These recommendations shall then require the 
approval of the Church Council before any funding is spent. 

Both motions were passed with no “no” votes or abstentions. 

The HVAC system for fellowship hall was scheduled to be complete by June 24 or possibly the 
following week. However, later communications have indicated that the HVAC unit will not be shipped 
until July 11 at the earliest. On the bright side the piping is all installed and painted and blends in very 
well. 

Underground drain repairs were needed on our building which required the tearing up of flooring in 
fellowship hall. The work has been done and we are now waiting for installation of new floor tile over 
the repair area. 

A new sign will be installed on Center street and the sign at the corner of Benton and Center will be 
upgraded. The pictures of the new unit show a very attractive sign. This work will be paid for by funds 
from the Foundation. 

The Trustee's are currently looking for a real-estate agent to handle the sale of the Lansdale property. 

Strategic Planning: No report 

UMC Resolution on Gun Violence: Pastor Hannah distributed copies of the new Church and Society's 
resolution “Our Call to End Gun Violence.” She suggested that we all review this paper and we will 
discuss it at our next council meeting. 

Diversity Outreach: June Green reported that we had a very good turnout for the Aurora “Pride” 
parade. We were represented by 42 church members and 8 guests. Plans are in progress to support the 
Naperville “Pridefest.” 

Marketing: Susan Keating reported that signs have been put up advertising our “Sundays in the Park.” 
The committee is considering advertising on Facebook. 

PADS: Jill Donaldson reported that the PADS committee has merged with the Mission's Committee. 
She is planning to write a report for enews describing the changes in the PADS program. There are 
currently 170 adults and 120 kids residing in the PADS hotel. She also reported that they have a 
pressing need for cleaning supplies. 

Nominations: Nominations is currently looking for new members for the Building Committee 
approved at the last meeting. 



Additional Topics: Betsy Roche reported that the “exercise for life” group is still active as a part of our 
senior outreach program. The STARS group for stroke survivors is meeting regularly. The “Wisdom 
Group” of our 90+ seniors will be recognized on September 10. Our musical “Ragtime” was very 
successful and all monies received from these programs goes to our senior outreach program. 

Pastor's Report: Pastor Hannah will have participated in two funerals this month for Caring Schwenk 
and Forrest Rice. She said that the transition of our church to a single pastor will take a while. She also 
mentioned our upcoming “Sundays in the Park.” 
Pastor Hannah gave a closing prayer and the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. Our next meeting date 
is September 14, 2022 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bob Kinsman, Secretary 

(See the treasurer's report on line)


