
Community United Methodist Church 
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

November 9, 2022 

Members Attending: Bill Abernethy, Pat Becker, Evie Burke, Al Brunsting, Gary Chipman, Pastor Hannah 
Chong, Brenda DeGeer, June Green, George Groves, Susan Keaton, Mark Norman, Lynn Pries, Fran Rice, Ollie 
Taylor, Dale Zimmerman. Guest: Maureen Stillman 

Chairman Dale Zimmerman called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm. 

A motion was made and seconded and the minutes for the September 14, 2022 meeting were approved. 

Treasurer: Brenda DeGeer reported that August and September were weak months with regard to revenues, 
both significantly under budget. Looking at YTD 9/30/22, Revenues are $25,000 under budget and expenses are 
$56,000 under budget.  We hope that the pledged donations will come in during the last 3 months of the year.  
On the expense side, we know that Salaries and Benefits will come in below budget because we were not able 
to fill some of the open positions during the second half of the year. Our net income at 9/30 was $9,000, which 
is $31,000 over budget and $38,000 less than this time last year. Our operating cash balance at 9/30 was 
$179,000, which is 2.7 months of coverage and the first time we have been below 3 months. Cash is 
significantly lower as we have spent all the amount received for the HVAC system improvements. We have 
received $216,000 of the $230,000 pledged for the HVAC project. As of 9/30 we have disbursed $226,000.  The 
Finance Committee began discussing the 2023 budget at our last meeting and will continue to do so at our 
November meeting. Although October financials have not been finalized, it looks like we will have a small loss.  
Revenues came in over budget, and expenses were under budget.  We still need more than $100,000 to come in 
to meet the annual revenues budget with just 2 months left to do that. 

We closed on the Lansdale property 10/26 and came away with $322,000.  We paid off the old mortgage of 
about $103,000 and $88,500 towards the new mortgage.  $25,000 was set aside for the unfinished room on the 
second floor, and $38,000 was set aside for future improvements to Sara Lane.  

A motion was made and seconded and the Treasurer’s report was approved. 

Presentation on Addressing Climate Change: Maureen Stillman, who is the chair of the Energy Committee 
under the Naperville Environment and Sustainability Task Force made a presentation on what the Methodist 
Church is doing to promote action to address climate change (the presentation is attached to the end of this 
document). 

Stewardship: George Groves reminded everyone that Consecration Sunday is this Sunday. The Foundation has 
already pledged money toward the budget and three or four pledges have been received. 

Staff Parish Relations Committee: Evie Burke announced that Jennifer Borja has agreed to join the 
committee.  



MOTION: Evie moved that the council approve Jennifer Borja as a new member of the Staff Parish 
Relations Committee. Motion was seconded and approved. 

Evie went on to report that Deacon Sharon Rice will be joining us. She will fill both of our two part-time open 
positions with the title of “Minister of Discipleship.” Her first day in the office will be Jan. 8, 2023 and her first  
Sunday in church will be January 15, 2023. SPRC is looking for an accountant to work ten hours two days a 
week and asked everyone to let her know if they had anyone to recommend. 

TRUSTEES: Dale reported that work has begun on the Mitsubishi warranty repairs. The Building Committee 
is moving into the second stage of looking at the costs of finishing the second-floor space. It is planned as a 
multi-purpose room. They are starting to interview architects. A question was raised about original plans which 
specified a youth room, but circumstances have changed, and a multi-purpose room makes more sense now. 

MARKETING: Susan Keaton said the committee is excited about their current project. Beth Buffington will 
be preaching on November 20th and will talk about the “Mindfulness Guide” that has been created which is a 
spiritual piece for non-church goers. It was written by Pastor Hannah and is a booklet that contains a series of 
seven days of spiritual exercises that take only five to fifteen minutes a day. Readers can journal on the pages. 
Beth did the graphic design, and it is very attractive. It will be available as a download as well as a paper copy. 
The Marketing Committee is starting a series of Facebook ads that will promote the book. It is not written in a 
way that is traditionally religious and should appeal to a wide audience. The printed copies will be put in the 
rooms in the church where the AA groups and other groups hold meetings. The committee expects to follow up 
with email invitations later.  

MISSION COMMITTEE: Pat Becker reported that a mission trip is planned in March to the Arizona/Mexico 
border for six days and five nights. They will spend time with several organizations that serve the immigrants. 
They may try to coordinate it with the spring break for North Central to see if any students would like to go. 
There will be a Christmas Tree with notes listing gifts for PADS clients that we can contribute and we will also 
serve a dinner one night for 156 PADS clients. We will collect donations to cover the cost. The committee is 
also looking for volunteers to serve the dinner. 

NOMINATIONS: Ollie Taylor reported that almost all the open positions have been filled. People have been 
very willing to accept positions and new members have filled some of the openings. 

CROP WALK: Lynn Priess reported that the Crop Walk took in $36,000 overall and CUMC contributed 
$5,425. Currently, we are in first place. Brenda added that an additional $300 has been received. 

PASTOR HANNAH: All Saints’ Sunday went very well. The Stewardship Drive is finishing up. The theme for 
Advent will be “Generation to Generation.” The mission trip to Korea is planned for July 18th to July 31st. The 
participants are meeting monthly to plan the activities. Pastor Hannah met with women from the PEO group that 
meets at our church. The Bible Study group she and Beth Hagemeyer lead on Thursday nights has found that 
some people are finding it difficult to hear over Zoom so next Spring the Bible Study will be held in-person 
during the day. The Jurisdictional Conference passed a resolution overwhelmingly approving a moratorium on 
restrictions regarding same sex marriages and LGBTQ clergy until 2024 when the conference will finalize the 
changes. All 5 US jurisdictions approved the resolution. There is still a 1-month period during which anyone 



can object to the proposal. It is also expected the US will officially become a regional conference at the 2024 
conference which will allow us to make changes to the rules governing the U.S. United Women in Faith is 
growing. They are planning to deliver cookies to homebound people. Pastor Hannah will be gone from 11/15 
until 11/23 to visit her husband in Taiwan. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:05 pm.  

The next meeting will be held on January 11, 2023 at 7:00 pm. 



Northern Illinois Conference 

UMC - climate change call 

to action
Maureen Stillman

Community United Methodist Church

Church Council – 11/9/2022 7PM Fellowship Hall



Agenda

 What do the council of bishops say about climate change?

 What is the Northern Illinois conference call to action?

 Renewable energy conference – September, 2022

 What is Naperville Environmental and sustainability task 

force (NEST)?

 What are the next steps for CUMC?



Council of Bishops, Northern Illinois 

Conference

 Encourage and support climate change policy at annual conference

 Support for passing the net-zero resolution to achieve net-zero by 2050

 Support for Global Climate stewardship

 Address the intersection of climate change with poverty, racism and 

colonialism

“Address climate change 

as an existential crisis the 

Church cannot ignore”



• Bishop John Hopkins 

spoke in support of 

action and was 

recorded – everyone 

should watch this

• Eculid UMC – Oak 

Park, IL – green 

efforts

• 99 solar panels on 

their roof

• Geothermal installed

• Pavers installed on 

parking lot

• Leading the way in 

reducing greenhouse 

gas emissions



Partnering with Wespath

 Wespath institutional investments manages UMC and is 

one of the largest retirement fund in the US – assets of 23 

billion

 What is the role of the investment firm, if any, in creating 

a more sustainable world?

 Bishop is holding a conference NetZero Task Force in 

January, 2023 at Wespath on climate change in Glenview

 Design and develop Northern Illinois Net Zero Strategic Plan



NEST MISSION

The Naperville Environment & Sustainability Task Force was 

established to assist, inform, and advise administrative and 

elected officials of the City in identifying and prioritizing 

sustainability initiatives for the community in order to ensure 

a high standard of livability, achieve sustainable management 

of natural resources, and maintain economic prosperity.

NEST meets once per month via zoom – 3rd Monday at 7PM



Next steps beyond what has already 

been accomplished

 Attend calls with Euclid and the Northern Conference every month – 2nd

Saturday to discuss strategies

 Educate church on climate action

 Show recording of Bishop’s talk to all (approximately 10 minutes)

 Attend the Bishop’s climate meeting in January, 2023 at Wespath

 United Church of Christ has offered to do a free lighting evaluation

 Discuss goals and publicize agreed upon goals 

 Examples: net zero by (fill in the year) or reduce our greenhouse gas emissions by 

x% (fill in the year)
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