
Reign of Christ Sunday 
November 20, 2022, 9:00 am 

You are invited to speak the words in bold.    + Please stand as you are able. 
 

Leadership 
Beth Buffington, Guest Preacher• Ollie Taylor, Lay Leader 

Beth Hagemeyer, Director of Children’s Ministry 
Chris Garofalo, Director of Music Ministry•Community Singers •Carillon Bells 

Prelude 
Bell Devotion 

by Howard F. Starks 
with Carillon Bells 

© 1976 AGEHR Publishing 

Welcome 
with Beth Buffington 

+ Call to Worship 
with Ollie Taylor 

God has called all of us here beloved. 
We are given new names of hope and promise. 

Even though storms and trials have assailed us, 
God has drawn us through to the time  

of salvation. 
Thanks be to God for God’s victory in Jesus Christ! 

May Jesus reign in our hearts all of our days. 
Amen. 

+ Opening Hymn 
We Gather Together 

United Methodist Hymnal #131 
verses 1-3 

Verse 1 
We gather together to ask the Lord's blessing;  

he chastens and hastens his will to make known.  
The wicked oppressing now cease from distressing.  

Sing praises to his name; he forgets not his own. 
 

Verse 2 
Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining,  

ordaining, maintaining his kingdom divine;  
so from the beginning the fight we were winning;  

thou, Lord, wast at our side, all glory be thine! 
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Verse 3 
We all do extol thee, thou leader triumphant,  
and pray that thou still our defender wilt be.  

Let thy congregation escape tribulation;  
thy name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free. 

Opening Prayer 
with Ollie Taylor 

Faithful God, expand our thankful imaginations: 
to time beyond our time, to wisdom beyond our 
wisdom, to strength beyond our strength. As we 

pray for your coming reign, remind us that the 
whole earth is already yours. Even as we pray 
for things not yet seen, help us celebrate your 

sure, eternal reign. Amen. 

Passing the Peace 
with Ollie Taylor 

The peace of Christ be with you! 
And also with you! 

Dance 
All Good Gifts 

by John-Michael Tebelak & Stephen Schwartz 
with Rainbow Dancers  

Song 
Jesus Loves Me 

United Methodist Hymnal #191 

Verse 1 
Jesus loves me! This I know,  

for the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to him belong;  

they are weak, but he is strong. 
Yes, Jesus loves me! [x3] 

The Bible tells me so. 

Time for Young Disciples 
with Beth Hagemeyer 

Scripture Reading 
with Ollie Taylor 
James 1:17-25 

17 Every worthwhile gift, every genuine benefit comes from 
above, descending from the Creator of the heavenly 
luminaries, who cannot change and is never in shadow. 
18  God willingly gave birth to us with a word spoken in 
truth, so that we may be, as it were, the firstfruits of God’s 
creatures. 19 Remember this, my dear sisters and brothers: 
be quick to listen, but slow to speak and slow to anger; 
20 for God’s justice is never served by our anger. 21 So do 
away with all your filth and the last vestiges of wickedness 
in you. Humbly welcome the word which has been planted 
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in you, because it has power to save you. 22 But act on this 
word—because if all you do is listen to it, you’re deceiving 
yourselves. 23 Those who listen to God’s word but don’t put 
it into practice are like those who look into mirrors at their 
own faces; 24  they look at themselves, then go off and 
promptly forget what they looked like. 25  But those who 
look steadily at the perfect law of freedom and make it 
their habit—not listening and then forgetting, but actively 
putting it into practice—will be blessed in all that they do. 

The Inclusive Bible ©2007 by Priests for Equality 

Response to Scripture 
The Word of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God! 

Hymn of Preparation 
The Servant Song 

The Faith We Sing #2222 
verse 1, 2 & 5 

Verse 1 
Brother, sister, let me serve you, 

let me be as Christ to you; 
pray that I may have the grace 
to let you be my servant, too. 

Verse 2 
We are pilgrims on a journey; 
we‘re together on this road. 

We are here to help each other 
walk the mile and bear the load. 

 
Verse 5 

When we sing to God in heaven, 
we shall find such harmony, 

born of all we’ve known together 
of Christ’s love and agony. 

Prayer of Illumination 
with Beth Buffington 

Creator God, may the words of my mouth 
and the meditations of our hearts bring peace to 

you and shine light in our world. Amen. 

Sermon 
What’s Your Story 

with Beth Buffington 

Anthem 
Be Still, My Child 
by Lee Dengler 

© 2019 CandelaWorks Music 

with Community Singers 
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Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 
with Ollie Taylor 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

Offering Invitation 
with Ollie Taylor 

Offertory 
Prelude in B major, Op. 32, No. 11 

by Sergei Rachmaninoff 
Public Domain 

+ Doxology 
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

United Methodist Hymnal #94 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Adaptation ©1989 The United Methodist Publishing House 

Prayer of Dedication 
with Ollie Taylor 

We bring you only what is yours, Creator God, 
that you might use this offering and the giver for 
the building up of your kingdom and the glory of 

your name. Amen. 

© John Birch, 2022 

Announcements 
with Beth Buffington 

+ Hymn of Sending Forth 
I Love to Tell the Story 

United Methodist Hymnal #156 
verse 1-3 

Verse 1 
I love to tell the story of unseen things above, 
of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love. 

I love to tell the story, because I know 'tis true; 
it satisfies my longings as nothing else can do! 
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Refrain 
I love to tell the story, 

'twill be my theme in glory, 
to tell the old, old story 
of Jesus and his love. 

 
Verse 2 

I love to tell the story; more wonderful it seems 
than all the golden fancies of all our golden dreams. 

I love to tell the story, it did so much for me; 
and that is just the reason I tell it now to thee. 

 
Refrain 

 
Verse 3 

I love to tell the story; 'tis pleasant to repeat 
what seems, each time I tell it, more wonderfully sweet. 

I love to tell the story, for some have never heard 
the message of salvation from God's own holy Word. 

 
Refrain 

Sending Forth 
with Beth Buffington  

Postlude 
Prelude in G-flat major, Op. 23, No. 10 

by Sergei Rachmaninoff
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