
Third Sunday of Advent 
December 11, 2022, 9:00 am 

You are invited to speak the words in bold.    + Please stand as you are able. 
 

Leadership 
Rev. Hannah Hwa-Young Chong, Lead Pastor• Graham Wills, Worship Leader 

Beth Hagemeyer, Director of Children’s Ministry • Heart ’n’ Soul 
Chris Garofalo, Director of Music Ministry, Piano•Community Singers 

Prelude 
O Come, O Come 

by Mercy Me 
with Heart ‘n’ Soul 

©2015 MercyMe Music 

Welcome 
with Graham Wills 

+ Opening Hymn 
God Almighty, We Are Waiting 

Worship & Song #3047 
verses 1 & 2 

Verse 1 
God Almighty, we are waiting for a Savior to appear. 

Meet us in our desert journey; give a sign that you are near: 
burning bushes, parted waters, food aplenty in the wild. 

As we look for signs and wonders, help us see you in a child. 
 

 
Verse 2 

God Incarnate, we are waiting  
for the feast day of your birth. 

Looking back and looking forward 
to the Christ's return to earth. 

Help us to proclaim the gospel,  
'til the world is reconciled. 
Let us set your holy table 

 for each woman, man, and child. 

Lighting of the Advent Candle 
with Cy & Erin, Callan, Evelyn, and Tessa McMains 

Community UMC, 20 Center St, Naperville, IL 60540 • onecumc.net/online • 630 355 1483 
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Hymn 
I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

United Methodist Hymnal #206 
verse 1 

Verse 1 
I want to walk as a child of the light. 

I want to follow Jesus. 
God set the stars to give light to the world. 

The star of my life is Jesus 
 

Refrain 
In him there is no darkness at all. 

The night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

Prayer of Confession & Words of Forgiveness 
with Pastor Hannah 

Prayer of Confession 
God of mercy, a million times a day we have the 
opportunity to be gracious, to assume the best in 
others, to give the benefit of the doubt. A million 
times a day we could choose the better way, but 

so often we don’t. Fear and greed kick in. 
Assumptions and insecurities take the wheel. 

Comparison and critique lead the charge. Forgive 

us for forgetting that we are descendants of 
Joseph. Forgive us for forgetting that grace and 
mercy are in our blood. Forgive us for forgetting 

that all belong to you. Give us the courage to 
love even bigger than before, and the wisdom to 

choose a better way. Amen. 

Song 
Jesus Loves Me 

United Methodist Hymnal #191 

Verse 1 
Jesus loves me! This I know,  

for the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to him belong;  

they are weak, but he is strong. 
Yes, Jesus loves me! [x3] 

The Bible tells me so. 

Time for Young Disciples 
with Beth Hagemeyer 

Scripture Reading 
with Erin McMains 
Matthew 1:18-25 

18 This is how the birth of Jesus came about. When 
Jesus’ mother, Mary, was engaged to Joseph, but 
before they lived together, she was found to be 
pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19  Joseph, her 
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husband, an upright person unwilling to disgrace 
her, decided to divorce her quietly. 20  This was 
Joseph’s intention when suddenly the angel of God 
appeared in a dream and said, “Joseph, heir to the 
House of David, don’t be afraid to wed Mary; it is 
by the Holy Spirit that she has conceived this child. 
21 She is to have a son, and you are to name him 
Jesus—‘Salvation’—because he will save the people 
from their sins.” 
 
22  All this happened to fulfill what God has said 
through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will be with child 
and give birth, and the child will be named 
Immanuel” —a name that means “God is with us.” 
 
24 When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of God 
had directed, and they went ahead with the 
marriage. 25  He did not have intercourse with her 
until she had given birth; she had a son, and they 
named him Jesus. 

The Inclusive Bible ©2007 by Priests for Equality 

Response to Scripture 
The Word of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God! 

Sermon 
We Can Choose 

with Pastor Hannah 

Affirmation of Faith 
with Graham Wills 

We believe in a God who offers second chances 
and does not hold grudges. We believe in a God 
who opens the door to new life and leaves the 

porch light on for us when we get lost. We 
believe in a God who believes in us— believes 

that we can make a difference, that we can 
choose grace over comparison, love over hate, 

peace over war. And so we strive to live our lives 
in love. We strive to listen as Joseph listened, 

and to be the people that God calls us to be. It’s 
all that easy, and it’s all that hard. This we 

believe. Amen. 

+ Hymn of Response 
The Snow Lay on the Ground 

The Faith We Sing #2093 
verses 1-3 

Verse 1 
The snow lay on the ground, the stars shone bright, 
when Christ our Lord was born on Christmas night. 

Venite adoremus Dominum, 
Venite adoremus Dominum., 
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Refrain 

Venite adoremus Dominum. 
Venite adoremus Dominum.! 

 
Verse 2 

'Twas Mary, daughter pure of holy Anne, 
that brought into this world the God made man. 

She laid him in a stall at Bethlehem; 
the ass and oxen shared the roof with them. 

 
Refrain 

 
Verse 3 

And thus that manger poor became a throne, 
for he whom Mary bore was God the Son. 
O come, then, let us join the heavenly host; 
to praise the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 
Refrain 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 
with Pastor Hannah 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin 

against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and 

the glory forever. Amen. 

Mission Minute 
with Amy Hollander 

Offering Invitation 
with Graham Wills 

Offertory 
Days of Beauty 
by Ola Gjeilo 

©2018 Walton Music Corporation 

Announcements 
with Pastor Hannah 
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+ Hymn of Sending Forth 
One Holy Night in Bethlehem 

The Faith We Sing #2097 
verses 1, 2 & 4 

Verse 1 
One holy night in Bethlehem the air was filled with song. 
Angelic voices sang on high and shepherds piped along: 

 
Refrain 

Sing glory, glory, gloria! God's love is given birth! 
Be not afraid, Sing gloria, and peace to all the earth! 

 
Verse 2 

Their music echoed through the town into the stable stall, 
where Mary sang a lullaby and rocked her baby small: 

 
Refrain 

 
Verse 4 

Be still, and you will hear tonight these melodies of old. 
Then join your voice in harmony until the tale is told: 

 
Refrain 

Benediction 
with Pastor Hannah 

Postlude 
Christmas Time Is Here 

by Vince Guaraldi 
©1966 Lee Mendelssohn Film Productions, Inc.
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