
Community United Methodist Church 

Church Conference Minutes 

October 18, 2022 

The conference opened with a piano prelude “Sonata in F” presented by our Director of Music 
Ministry, Chris Garofalo. 

The meeting was called to order by District Superintendent, Reverend Jeffry Bross at 7:05 pm. He 
called on Reverend Hannah Chong to lead us in an opening prayer and conveyed greetings from our 
Bishop, Reverend John Hopkins. Reverend Bross opened with a discussion of baptism and in particular 
how Jesus' baptism by John gave him a connection to both God “You are my son, The Beloved: with 
you I am well pleased” and also to the common man through John. He completed his discussion with 
an opportunity for all of us to renew our baptism by using water from a glass dish that he had created 
and decorated. 

Nominations Committee: 

Rich Fleming reported that all committees are filled and expressed thanks for all those who have agreed 
to serve. There are two corrections: Nate Burke's name should be added to the”Children and Youth 
Council” and the “Tech Team.” Also, Hunter Henderson is not officially chair of the trustees as yet as 
he must first be approved by all of the trustees. 

Reverend Bross asked for a voice vote of approval to adopt the leadership as shown in the report. 
Motion Passed.  

Staff Parish Committee: 

Pastor Hannah didn't receive a salary increase at the December 2021 church conference because we 
were in an uncertain financial position. We were able to give her a 2% bonus this year. This year the 
Staff Parish Committee is recommending we give Pastor Hannah a 4% salary increase. 

Evie Burke moved that Pastor Hannah Chong's salary of $75,480 be increased by 4% to $78,500 
for the next year. CUMC covers health insurance, pension benefits, and a parsonage as is 
standard for the conference. Reverend Bross asked for a voice vote of approval for the motion. 
Motion passed. 

George Groves is CUMC's certified lay servant. George continues to dedicate many hours to this 
church as well as the conference. He is on many committees and involved in many things. One group 
that he continues to be dedicated to is United Methodist Men. 

Evie Burke moved that George Groves be renewed as certified Lay Servant for the coming year. 
Reverend Bross asked for a voice vote of approval for this motion. Motion passed. 

Evie also mentioned that Graham Will's Lay Servant status is pending as he has completed the required 
training. 



Pastor Hannah recognized the many retired clergy members who are associated with our congregation. 
She also thanked them for their many services to our church. Retired pastors who are associated with 
our church are: 

• Bob Harman 
• Lahi Luhahi 
• Howard Mueller 
• Lynn Pries 
• Richard Schwenk 
• Christina Vosteen 
• Leo Waynick 

Affiliated pastors are: 

• Tyler Ward 
• Rev. Kyeong-Ah Woo 
• Rev. Jin Yang Kim 

The charge conference was closed. 

At the close of the meeting Rev. Bross informed us that Bishop John Hopkins will definitely retire on 
January 1 and a new Bishop will be appointed – probably an interim. In a survey of the conference, 
Rev. Bross indicated that a very small number of churches have expressed interest in leaving the United 
Methodist Church. This may change as they encounter the difficulty in doing this. 

The meeting was adjourned and was followed by a prayer led by Pastor Hannah. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bob Kinsman 
Secretary 

In attendance 36 members plus the District Superintendent and Pastor. 

(See additional reports from Staff Parish Relations Committee, Membership Committee, 
Administrative Team, Certified Lay Servant Report, Church Council, Diversity Outreach Committee, 
Community United Methodist Church Foundation, Hunger Commission, Marketing Committee, 
Membership Committee, Missions Committee, Music Ministry, Trustees, Welcome Center, Youth 
Ministry, Reverend Hannah Chong's Pastor's Report plus letters from Clergy in Connection: Reverend 
Doctor Jin Yang Kim, Reverend Kyeong-Ah Woo, Reverend Lynn Pries, and Reverend Robert 
Harman)


