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Dallas Kendall Albert
My name is Dallas Kendall Albert and I was born August 26, 1927 in 
Vienna, Illinois, in rural southern Illinois. My mother had 
tuberculosis and died in 1934. I lived with my maternal grandparents 
for five years, then with my paternal grandparents in Carrier Mills, 
Illinois until 1942. After that, I lived with my dad, who had remarried 
by then. Dad was a farmer and we lived on farms at Michigan City, 
Indiana and in Naperville during my high school years. 

Our farm in Naperville was on the west side of town. The present day 
Cracker Barrel restaurant, CarMax and I-88 are on the property that was part of our farm in 
the 1940’s. 

My grandparents in Carrier Mills had their own livestock and gardens, which helped them 
during the depression, along with help from neighbors and family members. I had many 
childhood chores during my grade school years there, including shining shoes, and doing 
chores in the barbershop owned by an uncle. A big help in those days were government 
programs, like the WPA (Work Projects Administration). My grandfather worked on the WPA 
and I thought it was a great job. For a while back then, I thought I would like to be a WPA 
worker when I grew up! 

I went to three different high schools and graduated from East Aurora High School in 1945. I 
joined the Navy after high school and was in the Navy from August 6, 1945 to August 25, 1948. 
(August 6 was when the first atomic bomb was dropped). After the Navy, I got a B.S. degree in 
Chemistry at Memphis State College (now University of Memphis). Then I got an M.S. degree 
in Analytical Chemistry from Purdue University. I worked for Amoco Corporation (now BP) 
for 32 years, retiring in 1988. 

I married Loretta Cobb on June 19, 1953. At the time of her death on February 16, 2018, 
we’d been married nearly 65 years. We have two children (John and Patricia) and three 
grandchildren (Ashley Michelle, Christopher Michael and Kendelle Marie). Our children, John 
and Patricia, grew up in Community United Methodist church. 

Honoring wisdom – 90 years old and beyond… 
We are especially grateful to those who shared their life stories with us for our 12th Wisdom 
Celebration. Since our last Celebration in April 2021, one of our CUMC family has turned 90. 
This year there are eleven Wisdom Celebrants in all!

We fondly remember and celebrate the lives of those who died since our 2021 Celebration:
• Vernette Heim died May 16, 2021, at age 99
• Loretta Stein died June 20, 2021, at age 90
• Audrey Murr died September 25, 2021, at age 93
• Harris Fawell died November 11, 2021, at age 92
• Patricia Stockner died January 27, 2022, at age 89
• Caring Schwenk died June 2, 2022, at age 92
• Ruth Kinsman died August 19, 2022, at age 90

Within the pages of this booklet are the events and relationships that shaped the lives of eleven 
interesting people. There are stories of joy, growth, family, hardship, resilience and faith. People 
born before 1933 have witnessed and adapted to extraordinary changes during their lifetimes. 

We are grateful to those who shared their life stories for this celebration, including some who 
are not able to attend our September service. Thanks to Betsy Roche, Pastor Hannah, and 
Chris Garofalo for planning the service. Special thanks to Suzanne Wills for preparing the 
Wisdom Celebration booklets.

What Happened in 1932
• Amelia Earhart completes the first non-stop solo flight across the Atlantic Ocean by a 

woman.
• Charles Lindbergh‘s son is kidnapped.
• Mahatma Gandhi completed a six day “fast unto death.”
• The radio program Buck Rogers of the 25th Century makes its debut.
• With average annual wages of $1,650, a new house cost $6,510, a new car was $610, a 

gallon of gas was 10 cents, a loaf of bread was 7 cents.

“To walk toward the future, the past is needed” – Pope Francis“To walk toward the future, the past is needed” – Pope Francis
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My hobbies are Western Americana history, Genealogy and Rocks and Minerals. I also enjoy 
the outdoors and horticulture. I’ve been at CUMC since June 1974, serving on the Board of 
Trustees for a few years and helping with ushering. 

Favorites
Hymns: In the Garden and What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

Bible Passages: John 3:16 and Psalm 73:26

Ruth J. Fawell
Born on 10 October, 1930, and raised in Bensenville, Illinois, I was the 
only child of Wesley A. Johnson, a Massachusetts preacher’s kid, and 
Hazel B. Johnson, a Wisconsin farm girl who had come to teach in 
Oak Park. They met in Madison, Wisconsin, where they were enrolled 
in summer school education classes. Dad coached all sports at 
Bensenville High school, and while on the football field one October 
night, heard the voice on the loudspeaker announce, “Mr. Johnson, 
you have a baby girl!” My mother loved to tell that story. 

Our depression experience was not one of hardship. Teachers were paid in “scrip”, paper that 
could be converted to money at a later date. Our local grocer earned my parents’ lifelong loyalty 
by allowing them to pay for their groceries with “scrip” for many months. After this, we never 
bought groceries at the National or A&P chain stores. Gardening, and then canning, supplied a 
large and healthy part of our diet during the Great Depression. 

As a freshman transfer student to North Central College, I was quite taken with the curly 
headed first baseman on the NCC baseball team, Harris Fawell, who headed off to law school 
the next year. So much for a campus romance. 

1952 was a big year for us. I graduated from NCC with an English major, and Harris from 
Kent College of Law with his law degree. We were married in August at Wesley church. I began 
teaching in Elmhurst, and Harris kept job hunting before securing a spot as assistant state’s 
attorney for DuPage County. There he caught the political bug which dominated our lives from 
then on. Harris served 14 years in the Illinois State Senate, 14 years in the U.S. Congress with 
eight years of “normal life” in between. 

From Elmhurst, we moved to West Chicago and then Naperville, where I taught at Highland, 
Maplebrook and Scott Schools, taking 11 years off to see to the upbringing of Dick, now an 
architect, Jane, a newly-retired teacher at Naper School, and John Wesley, a professor at Boston 
University. The family is being completed by eight grandkids, each with well-chosen spouses, 
and seven and a half great-grands. 

Early on, I was active on the Naperville Riverwalk Commission, the Riverwalk Foundation, the 
Naperville Education Foundation, the DuPage Children’s Museum and, of course, I spent many 
hours as a political spouse, organizing volunteers, leading tours of the Capitol and White House 
for visiting constituents. 

We have enjoyed the fellowship and inspiration of CUMC, from the pulpit and from the pews, 
and particularly from our participation in the Open Circle class and the Hunger Commission. 
Hats off to the many servant leaders who have kept these groups going.. 

Favorites
Bible Passages: Psalm 139:1-7, Corinthians 13:12  

Folk singer’s, Fred Holstein, message in Love Till You Love it Away

Robert ‘Bob’ Kinsman
 I was born on a small dairy farm in northwest Wisconsin on May 27, 
1929 near the village of Plum City. My father farmed and also worked 
part time operating road machinery for the local township. We had no 
electricity or running water and heated our home with wood stoves 
using wood we cut from our farm. I attended a one-room country 
school for my elementary education and rode the bus (40 miles a day) 
to high school in the county seat of Ellsworth. After high school, I 
enlisted in the US Army Air Force for three years. I was trained as a 

radar repairman and ended up as an instructor stationed in Florida and Mississippi. After 
discharge, I attended college at the University of Cincinnati on the GI Bill, graduating in 1954 
as an Electrical Engineer. 

I met my first wife Jane in Cincinnati where she was enrolled in nurses training and we were 
married in 1951. After graduating, I got a fellowship from the Hughes Aircraft Company in 
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Culver City, CA and we moved to the LA area where I attended the University of Southern 
California and earned a Masters degree in Electrical Engineering (EE). During this time we had 
3 children, one born in Cincinnati and two in California. After leaving Hughes, I helped start 
a small electronics company and ended up moving around the country (Boston, Kansas City, 
Naperville) as the fortunes of several small companies waxed and waned. I moved to Naperville 
in 1965 and worked for a small company in Sandwich for five years. After that job folded, I 
decided I had enough of working for small companies and went to work for Motorola where I 
spent 25 years and retired in 1995. 

In 1994 my wife Jane died and a year later I had the good fortune of marrying my wife Ruth. In 
retirement, we have stayed in the Naperville area and became members of CUMC. Ruth and 
I have 7 children between us and share 13 grandchildren and 3 great grandchildren. We both 
love to travel and have had many wonderful trips. We also love music and regularly attend the 
Chicago Symphony Orchestra concerts in downtown Chicago. I love to square dance and have 
been doing it since living in California. 

I am also a history buff, taking several courses at COD, and have done a lot of genealogy work 
on my family heritage. I am an 11th generation descendant of Robert Kinsman who emigrated 
from England in 1634 and settled in Ipswich, Massachusetts. I am also a grandson of Albert 
Kinsman who fought in the Civil War with the 4th Infantry Regiment of Vermont. Ruth and I 
are still traveling and still taking courses at College of DuPage.

Carrol L . Benson Lankenau
I was born on October 30, 1931 at Silver Cross Hospital in Joliet, 
Illinois. My husband, Bill, was born October 21 and was leaving the 
hospital the same day I was born! The story goes: as Bill was leaving, 
he was winking, “See you later, sweetie!”. 

I lived in Mokena, and when I was 7 weeks old, my father developed 
double pneumonia and passed away, leaving my mother a widow 
with three kids (Kenny age 7, Art age 4, and me.) It was during the 

Great Depression. Fortunately, we lived next door to my father’s Swedish parents, the Bensons, 
my three uncles, and my aunt. My mother and grandmother raised chickens and had huge 
vegetable and flower gardens, and fruit trees. They canned all their homegrown products, 
providing healthy meals, and many Swedish dishes that I loved. My grandpa was a flagman, 
a crossing guard for the Rock Island tracks across from us. I loved to visit him in his shanty 
and admire his flower garden near the tracks. I knew he loved me when he’d call me “Svenska 
Flicka”, his little Swedish Girl, or sometimes his “Crackeryak”! 

I met Bill when we were both students at Joliet Township High School. I took the Rock Island 
train to school and was in many of the same classes as Bill. We shared an interest in music. I 
was in choir and operettas. Bill was in the band. We became sweethearts. 

In 1949, my Aunt Bertha knew I was a very good typist and contacted a friend who was the 
Director of the Stenographic Department for Quaker Oats Company. I was recommended for 
my first job, starting right after high school graduation. My office was in the Merchandise Mart, 
now a landmark building in Chicago. It was a great company to work for. 

Bill and I were married in Mokena on June 27, 1953, and moved to Naperville, a village of 
7,000. Then Bill got drafted and we moved near the base. I got a job as secretary to a colonel in 
the hospital at Fort Leonard Wood, where Bill was stationed. Later I worked at the University 
of Illinois in the Ag Engineering Department while Bill finished his Master’s Degree in 
Accounting. Eventually, we moved back to Naperville, where we rode the Burlington train to 
Chicago, and our jobs. In a short time, I got a new job as secretary in the Admissions Office at 
North Central College and became pregnant. 

Then our family began and we welcomed three sons: Todd, Paul, and Carl! After our first 
son was born, Dorcas Toenniges, the choir director at Community, came to visit, inviting us 
to join CUMC. We happily accepted and through our 65 years of marriage, our family was 
involved with various church offices and programs. Our 3 sons were baptized and confirmed at 
Community. 

I’ve had many interests and hobbies: Sewing my clothes, gowns, curtains and drapes on my 
trusty Singer sewing machine. At church, I sang in the choir, led the Studio Workshop craft 
group which had annual holiday sales. For many years I have enjoyed Open Circle class and 
volunteering at Loaves and Fishes. After 5 years in the craft group, I saw an ad in the Naperville 
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Sun for a Volunteer Coordinator at Americana Healthcare Center and I applied for the job. Our 
youngest son, Carl, was 11 and I thought it was time to earn a little money. I was hired at $3 an 
hour, which suited me, and I had 40 wonderful volunteers. I was editor of a monthly newsletter, 
took photos and put articles in the Naperville Sun. I was promoted and became involved in 
family meetings, residents’ histories, etc. The Americana added an Alzheimer’s unit and asked 
me to be their Program Coordinator. I was hesitant, but it turned out to be the most fulfilling 
job I ever had: planning activities, sing-a-longs, baking, gardening, church, shuffleboard, 
bowling, word games, manicures, news reports from the morning paper. The residents were 
like family to me. 

For vacations, we enjoyed tent camping with our young family: along Lake Michigan, first 
starting at White Pines State Park in Illinois. Hiking in the woods and enjoying nature became 
a family tradition. 

When our son, Todd, was 11 (and half fare), we were invited to Africa, by high school friends 
who were missionaries in Tanzania. Our other sons, Paul and Carl, stayed with their aunt and 
uncle. Paul said he didn’t like snakes anyway! Africa was a trip of a lifetime. We traveled 3 
weeks with our friends and their 3 children in their Volkswagen camper, and a tent, through 
Uganda, Tanzania, and Nairobi, and climbing part way up Mt. Kilimanjaro near where they 
lived. Bill took some wonderful photos, lasting memories of our trip. Todd became special 
friends with an African boy named John Ntantoro. Open Circle Class sent money for some of 
John’s education and eyeglasses that he needed. Many letters were exchanged through the years. 
John named his first son “Todd”. John was a blessing in our life! 

After Bill and I retired, our sons gave us a very special gift: a 30-day Amtrak trip where we 
traveled coast to coast, visiting friends and relatives along the way. We have some wonderful 
memories from that trip! 

My husband, Bill, passed away in 2018, after ten years of Multiple Myeloma cancer. I still live in 
the Naperville East Highlands home we shared and have now been there for 65 years. I have a 
lot of bird feeders outside my kitchen window and the birds reward me with their songs. In the 
spring, the bluebells and wildflowers surround my house. In addition to our three sons, I have 
6 grandchildren, 3 great grandchildren. I have been truly blessed and can often say, “It’s been a 
wonderful life!”. 

Donald R . McFee
In July 1929, my father was in a nearby field, cutting and shocking 
wheat. An aunt, who was caring for my mother, came to the field to 
inform him of my birth. Along with my younger brother and sister, I 
was raised on farms in Central Indiana. We initially rented, but 
eventually our family purchased their own farm. My parents were 
very good at growing crops and raising animals to market, especially 
hogs, cattle, sheep and chickens. They brought us all through the 
Great Depression with hard work and thoughtful planning. Each 

family member did what he/she was capable of doing. 

A railroad ran through one of the places we farmed. My mother thought I should be an 
Engineer. I applied to Purdue University, graduating with a BS in Mechanical Engineering. 
Boeing Airplane Company hired me to go to Seattle, WA to work on airplanes. 

In the fall of 1953, I started dating a Boeing secretary, Joan Lashbaugh, who clocked out every 
day near where I worked. We were married in August of 1954. Joan took care of our home 
and was a partner in everything. I had a military deferment while I was at Boeing but after the 
Korean War, my deferment ended. I joined the USAF as a 2nd lieutenant and was assigned as 
Base Sanitary and Industrial Hygiene Engineer at Barksdale Air Force Base in LA. It was there 
that Joan and I started our family. We had three sons: David was born at Barksdale AFB, LA, 
Mark was born in Seattle, WA, and Michael was born in LaGrange, IL the year I went to work 
at Argonne National Lab. 

After the Air Force, I took advantage of the GI bill and applied to the University of Cincinnati 
to get a Doctorate in Industrial Hygiene. In 1970, the government implemented sweeping 
health and safety laws, creating even more work in my field. In 1973, Peter Koch, an 
entrepreneur, invited me to join his new company, Occusafe Inc., that would service the health 
and safety industry. You’ve probably heard the TV commercials about asbestos and talcum. 
They were one result of our work. 

In 1961, I joined the American Industrial Hygiene Association and have been active in it 
since, becoming National President, visiting local sections in every state and representing the 
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Association world wide. I’ve traveled the world, inspecting military sites for compliance with 
new labor laws. I had the privilege of leading the first Industrial Hygiene team to China where 
we met with government officials and medical personnel. Joan and I stayed in the Summer 
Palace, visited the Great Wall, the Ming Tombs and numerous other places. After retiring, and 
under the auspices of People to People, together with a fellow from the University of WA, I 
led a group of Industrial Hygienists to South Africa to visit various industries and see their 
practices.

Our second son, Mark, died in 1999. His wife, Rose, remarried and then introduced us to her 
new in-laws who are now part of our family. My wife, Joan, suffered a stroke in 2002 and died 
while visiting a new granddaughter at our son Mike’s home in Wayne, PA. In 2004, I married 
Thelma “Daisie” Peaslee. She took over right where Joan let off, fitting her family in with mine. 
In August 2013, Daisie and I accepted rising heath concerns, sold our house and moved to 
Monarch Landing. It was a wise move because Daisie passed on the following December. 
On the plus side, last year I was blessed with a new great grandson, Griffen. This past year, 
granddaughter, Carol Baxter, spent a month with me. 

I have always been involved in school, church and community activities. For 54 years, I’ve 
been a member of Community United Methodist. I led the Couples Class at CUMC for about 
a year. In Westmont, I was Sunday School Superintendent, and I even taught Sunday School 
at Barksdale AFB, in LA. I continue to be active at church, attending the 9:00 AM service and 
adult Sunday School class. I’m enjoying life at Monarch Landing, where every day you meet a 
new friend, learn something new, keep up with the world and are happy you are here..

Words of Wisdom
“Take advantage of every opportunity you have to further your 

education and be a contributing part of your work and community.”

Martha ‘Marty’ Schwab
Marty Schwab, was born at home on April 22,1931, in Harding, IL, 
and at age 2, moved to Ottawa, where she spent her growing up years 
until college. She was the middle child of four girls and then a boy, 
John Beed, who currently lives with her. Her parents met while 
teaching school, with her father later becoming a chemist at Libby-
Owen-Ford glass factory.

Marty attended North Central College where she met Paul during 
the first week of school. She and Paul dated all through college and 

were graduated and married on the same day, June 8, 1953 — North Central graduation in 
the morning and wedding at 7:30 p.m. in our church, then known as First Evangelical United 
Brethren Church. Paul’s father performed the ceremony with then-pastor, Paul Washburn, 
provided the pre-marriage counseling. The couple then moved to Houston for four years 
while Paul attended Baylor Medical School. During these years, Marty taught school: third 
graders, mostly Latinos. Next, they moved to Philadelphia, Washington, DC, and Chicago for 
residencies trainings. In 1965, they moved to Naperville and soon joined CUMC where Warren 
Ebinger was pastor. That same year Paul’s father baptized their son, Whitney, in our sanctuary. 
Soon Marty became a volunteer in the nursery and later a teacher for the high school youth. All 
three of their sons, Paul III, Conrad, and Whitney were confirmed in this church. After joining 
the United Methodist Women (UMW), Marty held offices as treasurer and co-president with 
Joan McFee. Over several years, Marty coordinated the Needlepoint Project for the former 
chapel. You can see samples of that needlepoint work in our second-floor chapel. She was a 
charter member of the UMW Book Circle and has been a part of that group for over 50 years, 
serving as co-chair of the group for a good part of that time. Traveling to and working with 
other CUMC members at the Northern Illinois Food Bank has been for a number of years a 
very pleasant volunteering experience. Another longtime experience has been tying quilts for 
charity with Church Women United. 

In 2008, Marty was part of a mission trip to Kenya with Rev. Tom Babler, Laury Hartman, 
Ed Burton. It tremendously opened her understanding of living conditions there. While Paul 
was living, they traveled in all of the U.S. states and toured (visited) England, Europe, Canada, 
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Mexico, Russia and the Baltic Sea countries, as well as Australia and New Zealand. 

Community service included working at the Naperville Settlement Museum Store. At first, it 
was held in the basement of the mansion, and later at the Paw Paw House. Even later, Marty 
joined with a small group of women who designed and quilted the quilts for the Antique Show 
raffle. Another big quilting project was stitching on the State of Illinois quilt which has been 
used in the furnishing of the State of Illinois mansion. In recent years, Marty has visited with 
several of our church shut-ins. Reading to children at Beebe School has been a favorite activity 
for many years—until the pandemic came along.

Patricia ‘Pat’ Shanower
I was born on October 25, 1930 and I grew up in Medina, Ohio, a 
town of 5,000 where the high school team was known as the Bees 
because the local A. I. Root Company was the world’s largest 
manufacturer of beekeeping supplies. Life revolved around school and 
the Disciples of Christ Church in which my parents, two sisters and I 
were active. 

Summer library contests encouraged my love of reading, and 
recitations in church made it easy to speak before groups, so I 

regularly participated in Prince of Peace contests. My enjoyment of high school dramatic 
activities continued at Hiram College and led to summer acting on the Showboat Majestic, 
which traversed the Ohio River as a joint venture of Kent State University and Hiram College. 
It was here that my husband, Don, and I met. 

Upon college graduation, I was fortunate to receive a Danforth Graduate Fellowship, which 
provided me a rich year working in the religious program at Louisiana State University in Baton 
Rouge. Don and I married after that year. Our joy has been our five children: Vicki, Paula, Tom, 
Dan, and Jon. CDR Dan, USN, was killed at his Pentagon post on 9/11. The others are married 
and live in North Carolina, Arizona, Maryland and California respectively. I treasure my eight 
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. 

One of life’s highlights for me was the opportunity to teach English at a junior college founded 

by Methodists in Fukuoka, Japan for a year following my retirement from teaching reading at 
Naperville’s Jefferson Junior High. I relished the chance to submerge myself in another culture 
and appreciated the welcome given me. 

Upon joining the North Central College family in 1955, we joined Wesley UM Church and 
transferred to CUMC in the 70’s. Hunger Commission was the first group I joined. Others have 
included the Open Circle Sunday School Class, Library Committee, UMW Book Club, PADS 
breakfast crew, and Northern Illinois Food Bank volunteers. I was privileged to help organize 
our first cooperative venture with the Muslim community, a Free Medical Fair, and have been 
gratified by the response from both faith communities. 

After 65 years in Naperville, I moved to Carolina Meadows, a retirement complex in Chapel 
Hill, NC, near my older daughter and her husband.. 

Favorites
Hymn: How Great Thou Art 

Bible Passages: Micah 6:8 and Philippians 4:8, 9

Howard S. Smucker
I was born on August 12, 1929 in Orrville, Ohio. I am the oldest of 
three children: Howard Simon, Donnadale, and Darell Dean, born to 
Carl Simon Smucker and Verda Arlene Griner.

In 1933 my father and mother decided to enter the ministry in the 
Church of the Brethren despite the challenges of the depression years. 
We packed our earthly possessions in a two-wheel trailer and hooked 
it to our Model A Ford and (many flat tires later) relocated in a two-
room apartment at Bethany Biblical Seminary, Chicago, IL. Our 

family celebrated each successful step of my father’s study. 

I attended first and second grade at Gregory Elementary School, Chicago Public Schools. After 
two years at Bethany, Dad enrolled as a full-time student at McPherson College, McPherson, 
Kansas. We lived in a rural community near Conway, Kansas, where Dad served as a student 
pastor, and commuted to classes at McPherson. 
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I attended Monitor Elementary School, which was a unique one-room school (16 students 
Grades K-8). Our teacher was Miss Pauline Cooprider. She enthusiastically created a solid, 
carefully planned educational program for each grade level. Louise Thiessen was my only 
classmate in grades 3-4-5. 

1940 was the year Dad graduated from McPherson and we moved to Rockford, IL, where he 
was named Pastor of the First Church of the Brethren. I attended 6th grade at Ellis Elementary, 
grades 7-8-9 at Roosevelt Jr. High and grades 10-11-12 at Rockford West Senior High in the 
Rockford Public Schools. 

1946 Sea Going Cowboy – In the wake of destruction caused by WWII, the historic peace 
churches, like The Brethren, participated in a UNRRA United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation 
Administration program. In the spring of 1946, with my parents’ blessing, I volunteered to be a 
“sea going cowboy” on S.S. Norwalk. We shipped out of Baltimore, Maryland, with 1,100 head 
of bred mares destined for Gdansk, Poland. My job was to help feed and care for the horses, 
clean stalls, etc. The gift of the mares provided farmers with work animals that met “real basic 
needs. I will never forget the feeling of “giving” that I experienced. In addition, I celebrated my 
17th birthday with my new “Sea Going Cowboy” and Polish friends on a farm near Warsaw, 
Poland. (In 1953, the program became Heifer International). 

1951-1953 Served in U.S Army – Korean War

Higher education after 1947 graduation from Rockford West High School:  
1954 – BA – Manchester College, N. Manchester, Indiana 
1957 - M.Ed. - University of Illinois, Urbana, Illinois 
1967 - D.Ed. - Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana

Betty Jane Schaller and I were married November 24, 1955, at the East Chippewa Church of 
the Brethren, Smithville, Ohio. We have four children: Kristin Ann (died Sept. 1980), Judy Sue, 
David Carl, and Jane Arlene. We have six grandchildren, and two great grandchildren. 

Community service includes: Alderman Ninth Ward, Rockford City Council, Member of 
Greater Rockford Party active in park district leadership, Habitat for Humanity, served as 
President of Illinois Association of School Administrators and I remain active in Illinois 
Association of Retired Teachers. 

Hobbies include international travel, singing in church choirs, fishing and relaxing with family 
and friends at our cabin on Lake Lauzon, Blind River, Ontario, Canada; we spend winters in 
Sun City, Arizona.

Favorites
Hymn: Great Is Thy Faithfulness  

Bible Passage: Psalm 23

Genevieve Spiegler
My name is Genevieve I. Scheffner Spiegler. I was born in an 
apartment in Freeport, Illinois on January 28, 1927. When I went to 
get a passport, I found out that I needed a birth certificate, not a 
baptismal certificate. I was lucky my mother was still alive to verify 
my birth! I grew up and went to school in Freeport. I took voice and 
piano lessons and sang in various choirs. My first solo in church, at 
age nine, was In the Garden. As a youngster, I enjoyed roller skating 
and ice skating. I rode my bike all over and did some gymnastics. 

I graduated from North Central College in 1949 with a degree in Music Education, but I was 
not interested in teaching. I met Dave in college and we were married in June of 1948 at Faith 
Evangelical Church. We have always lived in Naperville. I did work some at the Kroehler 
factory and had a part-time job at a company run by Wilma Wise. I also worked at Toenniges 
Jewelers for 18 years. 

We have two sons, Larry and Roger, our daughter-in-law Karen, Larry’s wife, grandson Jacob 
and granddaughter, Molly, who is married to Rick Brady and they have two sons, Ronan, and 
Corban. Granddaughter Quinn was born in 2019. 

I have had a great life, sang in many choral groups, performed in many plays and musicals, 
went on about 10 cruises, visited about 38 countries and all but two states in the United States. I 
volunteered in the church office at Community United Methodist Church and took care of the 
choir robes for 20 years. I also volunteered at Naper Settlement. I have enjoyed swimming and 
doing water aerobics. My husband, Dave, and I participated in square and round dancing for 32 
years. 
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Dave passed away in November 2019. He had been quite ill so we stayed in Florida with our 
son, Roger. My faith in God has really helped me go on with my life and be strong for my 
family. I continue to live with son, Roger, in Florida. We are content, but have had Covid virus, 
and other health issues. 

I just turned 95 in January 2022 and I feel that my faith in God has shown me through the 
rough times and the good times and will see me through the rest of my days here on earth..

James ‘Jim’ Stein
 I was born in Grand Forks, North Dakota on December 22, 1929, the 
oldest of 4 children, to Gustav and Anna Sommer Stein. My parents 
were of German descent. I attended a rural one-room school and 
graduated from Cavalier High School. Our farm home was about 20 
miles from the Canadian border.

Having no money for college, I studied 2 summers at Mayville State 
Teacher’s College in my home state. I very reluctantly accepted God’s 
call to Christian ministry during those years. I have experienced grace 

upon grace and have never regretted answering God’s call. In 1950 I entered Westmar College 
in Le Mars, Iowa—a sister institution of North Central College. I majored in history and 
religion, graduating magna cum laude in 1953. I “courted” Loretta Bahr, a fellow Dakotan and 
Westmar student. We were married July 12, 1953.

We moved to Naperville, Illinois so I could attend Evangelical Theological Seminary. I 
graduated from ETS in 1956 and with the encouragement of faculty members, Dr. Paul 
Eller and Dr. Wayne Clymer, I began to consider the teaching ministry. I enrolled at Union 
Theological Seminary in New York to pursue graduate study. We moved to Paterson, New 
Jersey, where I began a 4-year ministry at Christ Evangelical United Brethren Church while 
studying at Union. My wife was employed as a secretary to several Union Seminary faculty 
members. I received the STM (Master of Sacred Theology) degree in 1958. 

In 1960 I was invited to join the faculty at Evangelical Theological Seminary in Naperville 
as Professor of Church History—a wonderful opportunity and great blessing. I received the 

PhD. from Union Theological Seminary in 1965. In 1972 I was appointed dean of ETS and 
in 1973 I was elected president of the school. With the denominationally-mandated merger 
of Evangelical Theological Seminary and Garrett Theological Seminary on the campus of 
Northwestern University, it was my job as president to negotiate and execute the move to 
Evanston. The merger was successful and a strong school was created. I served as dean in the 
united school for 3 years before promoting myself back to my first love—teaching historical 
theology and church history.

Over the years I was privileged to be one of ten U. S. representatives to the United Methodist 
European Theological Conferences in Zurich, Switzerland. I was a member of the World 
Methodist Conference and was a delegate to their meetings in Singapore, Rio de Janeiro and 
Brighton, England.

I enjoyed 3 year-long sabbaticals for post-doctoral study: Tubingen University in Germany 
(thanks in part to a Fulbright Scholarship), Heidelberg University in Germany and Oxford 
University in England. I have led 7 Reformation Heritage Tours to Europe. 

I have authored three books: Philipp Jakob Spener: Pietist Patriarch (translated from German 
script), Spiritual Guides for the 21st Century, and From Head to Heart: a Compendium of the 
Theology of Philipp Jakob Spener, as well as numerous articles. 

Garrett Evangelical Seminary honored me with the Distinguished Alumni Award in 2006 and 
at my retirement, I was given the Eliza Garrett award for 5 decades of service to the academy 
and the church. 

Though I retired in 1996, I became Senior Scholar in Church History and continued as an 
adjunct professor until age 85. After 42 wonderful years in Evanston, we returned to Naperville, 
to our roots and to where our married life began. Although my beloved wife passed away in 
June 2021, I am very grateful for the many ways God has blessed our lives.
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Carol Stibbe
I was born in Elgin, Illinois on July 20, 1932 and was raised in the 
Elgin area. I had a wonderful mom and dad and one brother. The 
Depression started three years prior to my birth, so I have no idea of 
how life might have been different. Luckily, my dad was a 
businessman, and was never out of work. 

After I graduated from Elgin High School, I went on to Northern 
Illinois University, and graduated in 1954 in Education. While at 
Northern, I met Phyllis Stibbe, who introduced me to her brother, 

R.T., who I later married. After I finished school, I worked in Beloit, Wisconsin for a year as a 
primary teacher. 

Then I got married to R.T., and taught 1st grade at Ellsworth School in Naperville for four 
years. When both my children were old enough for school, I began teaching 3rd grade at 
Longwood Elementary and remained there until I retired. 

R.T. and I were married on July 30, 1955. He was the love of my life. We had two kids, Karen, 
and Tom, and four awesome grandsons, Alex, Trevor, Luke and Spencer. We enjoyed square 
dancing, traveling, and playing bridge at close to master level. I also like knitting and reading. I 
volunteered at Little Friends Resale. 

I started coming to Community United Methodist with RT and been a member since 
September 25, 1955. I worked in the church nursery, and I sang in the choir. Both my kids were 
baptized and raised at Community. 

Favorite Hymn
There is a Balm in Gilead

Community United Methodist Church Foundation
Wisdom in Our BeginningsWisdom in Our Beginnings
In 1837, Jacob Boas, an Evangelical mission minister, preached to fifteen German-speaking 
families who had emigrated from Warren County, Pennsylvania to the Naper Settlement in 
Illinois. Out of that sermon preached in 1837, an Evangelical congregation was born. Three 
years later, the congregation was large enough to undertake building the first church building 
to be constructed in DuPage County. That building now stands in Naper Settlement as the 
Meeting House. Seventy-five years later, our current sanctuary was dedicated. 

Wisdom in Our JourneyWisdom in Our Journey
Our journey has been one of wise decisions in an ever-changing world. As a result of various 
mergers, First Evangelical was established in 1913. In 1946, the Evangelical Church and the 
United Brethren merged to form the Evangelical United Brethren (EUB). In 1968, the EUB and 
the Methodist Church merged to form the United Methodist Church. One of the driving forces 
of this union was Rev. Paul Washburn who was our pastor. He became the last Bishop elected 
from the EUB.

Wisdom in Our FutureWisdom in Our Future
In 2000, the Community United Methodist Church Foundation was chartered as an 
endowment fund to help sustain the mission and ministry of CUMC for the long term. Based 
on CUMC’s humble beginnings, the Foundation’s directors established the 1837 Society, 
inviting members to make a commitment to future generations of CUMC by: naming the 
Foundation as a beneficiary of a full life insurance policy; establishing a charitable trust for the 
benefit of the Foundation; or naming the Foundation as a beneficiary in their retirement plan 
(e.g. wills, IRA, etc.).
On making the first significant planned gift to the Community United Methodist Church 
Foundation in 2001, one of our wisdom honorees said, “In order to help ensure the future, we 
are taking this important step now. It is our hope that our gift will motivate others to consider 
making a planned gift to the Foundation.”
You are invited to be a member of the 1837 Society by including CUMC as a beneficiary in 
your estate planning. For more information on planned gifts to CUMC, contact the church 
office at 630-355-1483 or the Community United Methodist Foundation (foundation@
onecumc.net).
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Senior Ministry Offerings
STARS (Spiritual Time and Renewal for Survivors):STARS (Spiritual Time and Renewal for Survivors): Services are designed to provide a safe 
and caring opportunity for survivors of stroke, those with chronic illnesses, their caregivers and 
families, and interested others to participate in a way that preserves the dignity of participants 
and supports the development of a sense of wholeness, community, meaning and hope 
 Schedule: Second Thursday 1:30 pm

Exercise for Life: Exercise for Life: This exercise program is tailored to the needs of the mature adult and is led 
by a fitness instructor experienced in working with individuals in this age group. Exercises are 
designed to increase stamina, strength and flexibility; to help keep joints healthy; to increase 
range of motion; and to improve balance. Both seated and standing exercises are utilized.  
 Schedule: Tuesday and Thursday, 1:30 pm – 2:30 pm

Off-Site Services: Off-Site Services: Monthly services are held at Brookdale Care Center and the Ecumenical 
Adult Care Center in Naperville. Residents gather for a time of worship that includes Bible 
readings, prayer, singing of hymns, a meditation, and communion. These services enrich 
the lives of the participants by helping them meet their spiritual needs while enjoying the 
camaraderie of attending a religious service with other residents. 
 Schedule: Brookdale--First Tuesday 10:00 am – 11:00 am 
 Riverwalk Adult Day Services--Fourth Friday 10:30 am – 11:00 am

Parish Health Team: Parish Health Team: The purpose of the Parish Health Team is to nurture the human spirit 
through health education, spiritual support, and the linking of the needs of the whole person to 
church, community, and health care resources.

Visitation: Visitation: Members of our congregation contact seniors and arrange visits in the seniors’ 
homes. Upon request, one-on-one visits may be scheduled for those needing additional 
companionship and caring.  
 Schedule: Depending on the need, visits are usually made once or twice a month.

Concerts and Musicales:Concerts and Musicales: CUMC Senior Ministry works with the Director of Music Ministry 
and provides support for concerts and musicales several times a year. These events provide an 
opportunity for those who attend to enjoy the wonderful music and stories and to reflect on 
their messages in a way that refreshes the spirit and moves the soul.


