
Baptism of the Lord 
January 8, 2023, 9:00 am 

You are invited to speak the words in bold.    + Please stand as you are able. 
 

Leadership 
Rev. Hannah Hwa-Young Chong, Lead Pastor•Sharon de Waard, Worship Leader 

Beth Hagemeyer, Director of Children’s Ministry•Mary Elliott, Cantor 
Chris Garofalo, Director of Music Ministry, Piano & Organ 

Prelude 
Aerith’s Theme 

by Nobuo Uematsu 

Welcome 
with Pastor Hannah 

Call to Worship 
with Sharon de Waard 

The voice of God prods our hearing. 

The activity of God stretches our seeing. 
Together they invite us down into the waters of life where 

the Spirit flows. 
Let us worship with joyful hearts! 

+ Opening Hymn 
Fairest Lord Jesus 

United Methodist Hymnal #189 
verses 1–4 

Verse 1 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature, 

O thou of God and man the Son, 
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor, 

thou, my soul's glory, joy, and crown. 
 

Verse 2 
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands, 

robed in the blooming garb of spring: 
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, 

who makes the woeful heart to sing. 
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Verse 3 
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight, 

and all the twinkling starry host: 
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer 
than all the angels heaven can boast 

 
Verse 4 

Beautiful Savior! Lord of all the nations! 
Son of God and Son of Man! 

Glory and honor, praise, adoration, 
now and forevermore be thine. 

Opening Prayer 
with Sharon de Waard 

O God of all creation, you came into the world 
that we might know love and new life. Pour your 

Spirit on your church, that it may fulfill Christ’s 
command to live the gospel everywhere; that the 
proclamation of the good news might be heard 
throughout the earth. Reassure us that we are 

your beloved people. Defend us against all evil 
and temptation. Give us grace to bear faithful 

witness to you. Endue us with love, keep us 
constant in prayer, empower us for the service of 

love. Amen. 

Celebration & Recognitions 
with Pastor Hannah & Evie Burke, Staff-Parish Chair 

(slide 1: Nate Burke & Beth Hagemeyer, Youth Ministry) 
(slide 2: Beth Hagemeyer, Director of Children’s Ministry) 

Song 
Where Children Belong 

The Faith We Sing #2233 
©1999 Abingdon Press, administered by The Copyright Co 

This, this is where children belong, 
welcomed as part of the worshiping throng. 

Water, God’s Word,  
bread and cup, prayer, and song: 

This is where children belong. 

Time for Young Disciples 
with Beth Hagemeyer 

Scripture Reading 
with Sue Frankson 
Matthew 3:13-17 

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be 
baptized by John. 14 John tried to dissuade Jesus, 
saying, “I should be baptized by you, and yet you 
come to me!”15 But Jesus replied, “Leave it this way 
for now. We must do this to completely fulfill God’s 
justice.” So John reluctantly agreed.16 Immediately 
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after Jesus had been baptized and was coming up 
out of the water, the sky suddenly opened up and 
Jesus saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove 
and hovering over him. 17 With that, a voice from 
the heavens said, “This is my Own, my Beloved, on 
whom my favor rests.” 

The Inclusive Bible ©2007 by Priests for Equality 

Response to Scripture 
The Word of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God! 

+ Hymn of Preparation 
Breathe on Me, Breath of God 

United Methodist Hymnal #420 
verses 1 & 3 

Verse 1 
Breathe on me, Breath of God, fill me with life anew, 

that I may love what thou dost love, 
and do what thou wouldst do. 

 
Verse 3 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, till I am wholly thine, 
till all this earthly part of me 
glows with thy fire divine. 

Sermon 
By Water and the Spirit 

with Pastor Hannah 

+ Hymn of Response 
The Lone Wild Bird 

The Faith We Sing #2052 
verses 1, 2 & 5 

© 1991 GIA Publications, Inc.  

Verse 1 
The lone, wild bird in lofty flight is still with you,  

nor leaves your sight. And I am yours!  
I rest in you, Great Spirit, come, rest in me, too. 

 
Verse 2 

The ends of earth are in your hand, 
 the sea's dark deep and far off land. And I am yours!  

I rest in you, Great Spirit, come, rest in me, too. 
 

Verse 5 
O search me, God, my heart reveal, 

renew my life, my spirit heal; for I am yours, 
I rest in you, Great Spirit, come, rest in me, too. 

– page  –3



Baptism of the Lord 
January 8, 2023, 9:00 am

Renewal of the Baptismal Covenant 
with Pastor Hannah 

On behalf of the whole Church, I ask you: do you 
renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject 

the evil powers of this world, and repent of your sin? 
I do. 

 
Do you accept the freedom and power God gives 

you to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in 
whatever forms they present themselves? 

I do. 
 

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your 
whole trust in his grace, and promise to serve him as 
your Lord, in union with the Church which Christ has 
opened to people of all ages, nations, and races? 

I do. 
 

– – – – 
Remember your baptism and be thankful. 

Amen! 

The Lord’s Prayer 
with Pastor Hannah 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin 

against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and 

the glory forever. Amen. 

Offering Invitation 
with Sharon de Waard 

Offertory 
The Legend of the Wind 

by Joe Hisaishi 

+ Doxology 
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

United Methodist Hymnal #94 
Adaptation ©1989 The United Methodist Publishing House 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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Prayer of Dedication 
with Sharon de Waard 

As the waters of baptism offer grace to us, we 
give in turn from our abundance to bless others 

with hope and healing; we offer our lives to you 
and others in serving with love and mercy. In 

Jesus' name, we pray you will bless these gifts 
and us. Amen. 

Invitations 
with Pastor Hannah 

+ Hymn of Sending Forth 
Spirit Song 

United Methodist Hymnal #347 
verses 1 & 2 

Verse 1 
O let the Son of God enfold you 

with his Spirit and his love. 
Let him fill your heart and satisfy your soul. 

O let him have the things that hold you, 
and his Spirit like a dove 

will descend upon your life and make you whole. 
 

Refrain [x2] 
Jesus, O Jesus, 

come and fill your lambs. 
 

Verse 2 
O come and sing this song with gladness 

as your hearts are filled with joy. 
Lift your hands in sweet surrender to his name. 

O give him all your tears and sadness; 
give him all your years of pain, 

and you'll enter into life in Jesus' name. 
 

Refrain 

Benediction 
with Pastor Hannah 

Postlude 
The Promise of the World 

by Joe Hisaishi
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