
Transfiguration Sunday 
February 19, 2023, 9:00 am 

You are invited to speak the words in bold.    + Please stand as you are able. 
 

Leadership 
Deacon Sharon Rice, Minister of Discipleship•Graham Wills, Worship Leader 

Chris Garofalo, Director of Music Ministry, Piano & Organ•Community Singers•Patty Nelson, Piano•Emily Les, Clarinet 

Prelude 
I Sing the Mighty Power of God 
arranged by Anna Laura Page 

© 2013 Lorenz Publishing Company 

Welcome 
with Deacon Sharon 

Call to Worship 
with Graham Wills 

We have seen the light of God! 
On mountaintops and in lowly valleys; on busy 

city streets and on quiet country lanes. 
We have heard the voice of God! 

In thunderous shouts and soft, still whispers; 
from the stories of our elders and the 

observations of our children. 
We have been transformed by the love of Christ! 

Open our minds, widen our eyes, and renew our 
hope with your Holy Spirit. Amen. 

+ Opening Hymn 
O Wondrous Sight! O Vision Fair 

UMH 258, verses 1, 2 & 4 

Verse 1 
O wondrous sight! O vision fair  

of glory that the church shall share,  
which Christ upon the mountain shows,  
where brighter than the sun he glows!  

 
Verse 2 

From age to age the tale declares  
how with the three disciples there  

where Moses and Elijah meet,  
the Lord holds converse high and sweet. 

 
Verse 4 

With shining face and bright array,  
Christ deigns to manifest that day  
what glory shall be theirs above  

who joy in God with perfect love. 
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Opening Prayer 
with Graham Wills 

God of power and wonder, we are awestruck by 
the glory of your presence. We rejoice at what 
we can see; we marvel at what we cannot. You 

dazzle us with your brightness; you overshadow 
us as with a great cloud. Loving, protecting, 
challenging, nurturing, you strengthen and 

transform us. May we love and serve you in all 
that we are and do. Amen. 

Song 
Jesus Loves Me 

UMH 191, verse 1 

Verse 1 
Jesus loves me!  

This, I know, for the Bible tells me so.  
Little ones to him belong;  

they are weak, but he is strong.  
 

Refrain 
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!  
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 

Time for Young Disciples 
with Deacon Sharon 

Scripture Reading 
with Nate Burke 
Matthew 17:1-9 

1 Six days later, Jesus took Peter, James and John up 
on a high mountain to be alone with them. 2  And 
before their eyes, Jesus was transfigured—his face 
becoming as dazzling as the sun and his clothes as 
radiant as light. 3  Suddenly Moses and Elijah 
appeared to them, conversing with Jesus. 4  Then 
Peter said, “Rabbi, how good that we are here! 
With your permission I will erect three shelters here
—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah!” 
5  Peter was still speaking when suddenly a bright 
cloud overshadowed them. Out of the cloud came 
a voice which said, “This is my Own, my Beloved, 
on whom my favor rests. Listen to him!” 6 When they 
heard this, the disciples fell forward on the ground, 
overcome with fear. 7 Jesus came toward them and 
touched them, saying, “Get up! Don’t be afraid.” 
8 When they looked up, they did not see anyone but 
Jesus. 9  As they were coming down the 
mountainside, Jesus commanded them, “Don’t tell 
anyone about this until the Chosen One has risen 
from the dead.” 

The Inclusive Bible ©2007 by Priests for Equality 
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Response to Scripture 
The Word of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God! 

Choir Anthem 
They Shall Soar Like Eagles 

by Laura Manzo 
with Community Singers 

Emily Les, Clarinet•Patty Nelson, Piano 
© 1986 & 1987 Fred Bock Music Company 

Sermon 
The Gossip According to Peter 

with Deacon Sharon 

+ Hymn of Response 
Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies 

UMH 173, verses 1, 2 & 3 

Verse 1 
Christ, whose glory fills the skies, 

Christ, the true, the only light, 
Sun of Righteousness, arise, 

triumph o'er the shades of night; 
Dayspring from on high, be near; 

Daystar, in my heart appear. 

Verse 2 
Dark and cheerless is the morn 

unaccompanied by thee; 
joyless is the day's return, 

till thy mercy's beams I see; 
till they inward light impart, 

cheer my eyes and warm my heart. 
 

Verse 3 
Visit then this soul of mine; 

pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 
fill me, Radiancy divine, 
scatter all my unbelief; 

more and more thyself display, 
shining to the perfect day.  

Prayer for Community & The Lord’s Prayer 
with Graham Wills 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever. Amen. 
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Offering Invitation 
with Graham Wills 

Offertory 
Impromptu, Op. 5, No. 6 in E major 

by Jean Sibelius 
Public Domain 

+ Doxology 
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

United Methodist Hymnal #94 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Adaptation ©1989 The United Methodist Publishing House 

Prayer of Dedication 
with Graham Wills 

Loving God, you revealed your glory and 
presence in your beloved Son, opening our eyes 

and hearts to the realization that he is your 

promise of love and redemption fulfilled. In 
receiving our gifts and prayers, reveal the glory 

and presence of your Spirit alive in the world 
today, free us from all doubts and cynicism, and 

empower us to act as transfigured people. 
Amen. 

Invitation 
with Deacon Sharon 

+ Hymn of Sending Forth 
Be Thou My Vision 

UMH 451 
verses 1, 2 & 3 

Verse 1 
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 

naught be all else to me, save that thou art. 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

 
Verse 2 

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 

thou and thou only, first in my heart, 
great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
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Verse 3 
Great God of heaven, my victory won, 

may I reach heaven's joys, O bright heaven's Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

+ Benediction 
with Deacon Sharon 

Postlude 
Intermezzo No. 3 

by Henry Holden Huss 
Public Domain
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