
Second Sunday in Lent 
March 5, 2023, 9:00 am 

You are invited to speak the words in bold.    + Please stand as you are able. 
 

Leadership 
Rev. Hannah Hwa-Young Chong, Lead Pastor •Deacon Sharon Rice, Minister of Discipleship 

Chris Garofalo, Director of Music Ministry, Piano & Organ•Chris DiMarco, Cantor•Dan Moroz, Saxophone 

Prelude 
Sicilienne 

by Pierre Lantier 
© 1944 Alphonse Leduc & Cie 

Welcome 
with Pastor Hannah 

Call to Worship 
with Pastor Hannah 

What is it like to begin again? 
It is like flowers in the spring that push through 

frozen ground. It is like babies learning to walk, 
one clumsy step at a time. It is like Nicodemus in 
the night, asking Jesus for guidance. It is like a 

Sunday morning, starting our week anew. 
May we find God in our seeking. 

May we learn as we go. 
May we be brave enough to begin again. 

Let us worship the God of new beginnings. 

+ Opening Hymn 
Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling 

UMH 348, verses 1 & 4 

Verse 1 
Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 

calling for you and for me; 
see, on the portals he's waiting and watching, 

watching for you and for me. 
 

Refrain 
Come home, come home; 

you who are weary, come home; 
earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 

calling, O sinner, come home!. 
 

Verse 4 
O for the wonderful love he has promised, 

promised for you and for me! 
Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 

pardon for you and for me. 
 

Refrain 
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Call to Confession 
with Deacon Sharon 

Prayer of Confession 
with Deacon Sharon 

God of new life, you call us into unknown places, 
and we bury our heads in the sand. You promise 

all the stars in the sky, and we doubt it can be 
true. You speak of new life in the Spirit, and we 

tell ourselves we’ve missed our chance. Over 
and over and over again, you invite us closer to 

you. Show us the way. Forgive our mistakes. 
Give us the courage to begin again with you. 

Amen. 

Words of Forgiveness 
with Deacon Sharon 

Family of faith, hear and believe this good news: 
There is a grace to God’s love that is bigger than we can 
imagine. No matter what we did or didn’t do yesterday, 
we have been forgiven. Today, the slate is wiped clean. 

Today, we are made new. 
Join me in saying: 

We belong to God. We are held in God’s love. 
We are made new. Amen. 

Song 
Jesus Loves Me 

UMH 191, verse 1 

Verse 1 
Jesus loves me!  

This, I know, for the Bible tells me so.  
Little ones to him belong;  

they are weak, but he is strong.  
 

Refrain 
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!  
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 

Time for Young Disciples 
with Deacon Sharon 

Scripture Reading 
with Joyce Brunsting 

John 3:1-17 
1 A certain Pharisee named Nicodemus, a member of the 
Sanhedrin, 2 came to Jesus at night. “Rabbi,” he said, “we 
know you’re a teacher come from God, for no one can 
perform the signs and wonders you do, unless by the 
power of God.”3 Jesus gave Nicodemus this answer:“The 
truth of the matter is, unless one is born from above, one 
cannot see the kindom of God.”4 Nicodemus said, “How 
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can an adult be born a second time? I can’t go back into 
my mother’s womb to be born again!” 5 Jesus replied: “The 
truth of the matter is, no one can enter God’s kindom 
without being born of water and the Spirit. 6 What is born 
of the flesh is flesh; what is born of the Spirit is Spirit. 7 So 
don’t be surprised when I tell you that you must be born 
from above. 8 The wind blows where it will. You hear the 
sound it makes, but you don’t know where it comes from or 
where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the 
Spirit.” 9 “How can this be possible?” asked Nicodemus. 
10  Jesus replied, “You’re a teacher of Israel, and you still 
don’t understand these matters? 11 “The truth of the matter 
is, we’re talking about what we know; we’re testifying 
about what we’ve seen—yet you don’t accept our 
testimony. 12  If you don’t believe when I tell you about 
earthly things, how will you believe when I tell you about 
heavenly things? 13 No one has gone up to heaven except 
the One who came down from heaven—the Chosen One. 
14  As Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so the 
Chosen One must be lifted up, 15  so that everyone who 
believes in the Chosen One might have eternal life. 16 Yes, 
God so loved the world as to give the Only Begotten One, 
that whoever believes may not die, but have eternal life. 
17  God sent the Only Begotten into the world not to 
condemn the world, but that through the Only Begotten the 
world might be saved. 

The Inclusive Bible ©2007 by Priests for Equality 

Response to Scripture 
The Word of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God! 

Sermon 
How Do We Begin Again? 

with Pastor Hannah 

Affirmation of Faith 
with Deacon Sharon 

We believe in a God who meets us in the 
shadows, who welcomes our questions, who 

invites us to begin again. We believe that Jesus 
showed us a new way, a deeper faith, a more 

compassionate existence. We believe that all of 
our beginnings should return us to this 

foundation, and that no matter how many times 
we lose our way, God always welcomes us 

home. Amen. 
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+ Hymn of Response 
To God Be the Glory 

UMH 98, verse 1 

Verse 1 
To God be the glory, great things he hath done! 
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son, 

who yielded his life an atonement for sin, 
and opened the life-gate that all may go in. 

 
Refrain 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
let the earth hear his voice! 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
let the people rejoice! 

O come to the Father thru Jesus the Son, 
and give him the glory, great things he hath done! 

Offering Invitation 
with Deacon Sharon 

Offertory 
Harlequinade 

by Lennie Niehaus 
© 1994 Cojarco Music, Inc 

Holy Communion 
with Pastor Hannah & Deacon Sharon 

The Lord’s Prayer 
with Pastor Hannah 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever. Amen. 

Music During Communion 
Air for Alto 

by Arthur Frackenpohl 
© 1980 Almitra Music Co Inc 

Invitation 
with Deacon Sharon 
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+ Hymn of Sending Forth 
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

UMH 384 
verses 1 & 3 

Verse 1  
Love divine, all loves excelling,  

joy of heaven, to earth come down;  
fix in us thy humble dwelling; 
all thy faithful mercies crown!  
Jesus, thou art all compassion,  
pure, unbounded love thou art;  

visit us with thy salvation;  
enter every trembling heart.  

 
Verse 3 

Come, Almighty to deliver,  
let us all thy life receive; 

suddenly return and never,  
nevermore thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 
serve thee as thy hosts above, 

pray and praise thee without ceasing, 
glory in thy perfect love. 

+ Benediction 
with Pastor Hannah 

Postlude 
Sonata for Saxophone and Piano, Op. 19:  

With tranquility 
by Paul Creston 

© 1945 Templeton Publishing Co
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