
Fourth Sunday in Lent 
March 19, 2023, 9:00 am 

You are invited to speak the words in bold.    + Please stand as you are able. 
 

Leadership 
Rev. Hannah Hwa-Young Chong, Lead Pastor •Deacon Sharon Rice, Minister of Discipleship 

Chris Garofalo, Director of Music Ministry, Piano & Organ•Community Singers •Patty Nelson, Accompanist 
Carillon Bells, Kyle Markwell, Director 

Prelude 
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms 
arranged by Arnold B. Sherman 

with Carillon Bells 
© 2001 Red River Music Inc 

Welcome 
with Pastor Hannah 

Call to Worship 
with Pastor Hannah 

Scripture is full of questions... 
Where are you? 

Am I my brother’s keeper? 
Whom shall I send? 

Who do you say that I am? 
Who sinned? 

How many times shall I forgive? 
If God is for us, who can be against us? 

Scripture is full of questions,  
so just like those in our scriptures, 

may we bring our full curiosity and wonder into this space. 
Let us ask and seek after our merciful God. 

+ Opening Hymn 
Just as I Am, Without One Plea 

UMH 357, verses 1, 3 & 5 

Verse 1 
Just as I am, without one plea, 

but that thy blood was shed for me, 
and that thou bidst me come to thee, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

Verse 3 
Just as I am, though tossed about 

with many a conflict, many a doubt, 
fightings and fears within, without, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
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Verse 5 
Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 

wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
because thy promise I believe, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Call to Confession 
with Deacon Sharon 

Prayer of Confession & Words of Forgiveness 
with Deacon Sharon 

Who here has sinned? 
We have sinned. We put our heads in the 

sand. We ignored people in need. We 
make false assumptions and fail to be 
kind. We are in need of forgiveness. 

Good news! Our God is a merciful God. God does 
not punish, hold grudges, or keep score. When you 

suffer, God weeps. When you sin, God forgives. 
When you lose your way, God comes running. 

Thanks be to God for a love like that. 
Have you sinned?  

I have sinned. I put my head in the sand. I ignore 
people in need. I make false assumptions and fail to 

be kind. I, too, am in need of forgiveness.  
Good news! Our God is a merciful God. 
God does not punish, hold grudges, or 

keep score. When you suffer, God weeps. 
When you sin, God forgives. When you 

lose your way, God comes running.  
Thanks be to God for a love like that. Amen. 

Song 
Jesus Loves Me 

UMH 191, verse 1 

Verse 1 
Jesus loves me!  

This, I know, for the Bible tells me so.  
Little ones to him belong;  

they are weak, but he is strong.  
 

Refrain 
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!  
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 

Time for Young Disciples 
with Deacon Sharon 

Scripture Reading 
with Carol Cotner 

John 9:1-7 
1 As Jesus walked along, he saw someone who had been 
blind from birth. 2 The disciples asked Jesus, “Rabbi, was it 
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this individual’s sin that caused the blindness, or that of the 
parents?”3 “Neither,” answered Jesus,“It wasn’t because of 

anyone’s sin—not this person’s, nor the parents’.Rather, it 
was to let God’s works shine forth in this person. 4 We must 
do the deeds of the One who sent me while it is still day—
for night is coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am in 

the world. I am the light of the world.” 6 With that, Jesus 
spat on the ground, made mud with his saliva and smeared 
the blind one’s eyes with the mud. 7 Then Jesus said, “Go, 
wash in the pool of Siloam”—“Siloam” means “sent.” So 
the person went off to wash, and came back able to see. 

The Inclusive Bible ©2007 by Priests for Equality 

Response to Scripture 
The Word of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God! 

Sermon 
Who Sinned? 

with Deacon Sharon 

Affirmation of Faith 
with Pastor Hannah 

We believe in a merciful God, 
a God who does not keep score, 
a God who wants good for us.  

We believe in a creative God, 

a God who would heal with mud,  
a God capable of seeing what we cannot. 

We believe in a saving God, 
a God who heals,  

a God who greets our questions with patience,  
a God who sends us out with hope in our step. 

What wondrous love is this. Amen. 

+ Hymn of Response 
As a Fire Is Meant for Burning 

TFWS 2237, verse 1 

Verse 1 
As a fire is meant for burning 

with a bright and warming flame, 
so the church is meant for mission, 

giving glory to God’s name. 
Not to preach our creeds or customs, 

but to build a bridge of care, 
we join hands across the nations, 
finding neighbors everywhere. 

Prayer for Community & The Lord’s Prayer 
with Pastor Hannah 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, 
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as we forgive those who sin against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever. Amen. 

Mission Minute 
with Pat Becker 

Offering Invitation 
with Deacon Sharon 

Offertory 
The Lord is My Shepherd 

by Terrence Colopy 
with Community Singers, Patty Nelson, Accompanist 

© 2010 World Library Publications 

Invitation 
with Pastor Hannah 

+ Hymn of Sending Forth 
Amazing Grace 

UMH 378, verses 1-3 

Verse 1  
Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 

that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found; 

was blind, but now I see.  
 

Verse 2 
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

and grace my fears relieved; 
how precious did that grace appear 

the hour I first believed. 
 

Verse 3 
Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 

I have already come; 
'tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 

and grace will lead me home. 

+ Benediction 
with Deacon Sharon 

Postlude 
Lotus Land 

by Cyril Scott 
Public Domain
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